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AN INSIGHT INTO BIHAR
ELECTION RESULTS

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C), addressing
an online meeting on 28 November from Shibpur Party Centre,
West Bengal, on the occasion of observance of bicentenary of great
Friedrich Engels, the great leader of the proletariat. On his left is
Comrade Sankar Saha, Polit Bureau member, SUCI(C),
who presided over the meeting.

COMRADE PROVASH GHOSH
CONGRATULATES WORKERS-PEASANTSCOMMON TOILING PEOPLE FOR MAKING
ALL INDIA STRIKE A GRAND SUCCESS
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI
(Communist), issued the following press statement on
26 November 2020 –
We congratulate the workers, peasants, students,
youth and all other toiling people for making the All India
Strike called by the central trade unions on seven point
demands a total success. People's emotional positive
response to the strike call have shown their resolve of fight
against the anti-worker, anti-peasant and anti-people
policies of the BJP government at the centre. The success
of the strike also reflected people's no-confidence in the
sweet words of the central government. The way the BJP
government unleashed police oppression in the North
Indian states to prevent peasants' call of 'Delhi Chalo' is
highly condemnable. Hundreds of our Party workers have
been arrested in different states along with workers of
other organizations. We demand their immediate release.
By negating the government's position, this strike has sent
the message that if not the demands are immediately met,
the people in no time would plunge into sustained
movement.

Bihar assembly elections have just
concluded
and
the
BJP-JD(U)
combination has returned to power by a
narrow margin though most of the
observers, commentators, pollsters and
pre-poll surveys predicted a victory of the
Grand Alliance (Mahagatbandhan) of the
RJD, Congress and the self-styled
Marxists like the CPI, CPI (M) and CPI
(ML), Liberation. True many are
surprised at the outcome of the poll. Most
of the journalists who went to Bihar for
covering the Bihar elections reported a
groundswell of anger against the
incumbent government particularly chief
minister Nitish Kumar. Their estimation
was RJD-led Grand Alliance would be
able to channel this anger towards a win
for it. Obviously, they are disappointed and

introspecting as to why have they been
proved wrong. Moreover, they find that
though chief minister's JD(U) fared badly,
the mud did not stick to his coalition
partner, the BJP which secured 31seats
more than JD(U). This election which has
been the first of its kind amidst the
pandemic, has been an eye-opener on
many counts. And the right-thinking
democratic-minded people need to
examine the results based on a rational
analysis taking into account the given
socio-political context of the country.

People's issues relegated to the back
Already the common toiling people of
the country including Bihar had been
reeling under escalating capitalist
Contd. on page 2

All-out success of 26 November strike
speaks of people's resolve against
BJP government
The country has suddenly come to
life! It was made dumb and shackled
with several months-long lockdown
clamped cunningly and abruptly on its
people from behind the cover of fighting
dreadful Covid-19 pandemic. But pushed
beyond all limits of their patience and
quiescence, people of India, cutting
across all divisions, stood firm to respond
with affirmation and determination to the
call of the General Strike on 26
November, issued by the 10 central Trade
Unions and hundreds of federations,
associations and people's committees on
a seven-point charter of demands

centring round vital burning problems of
people's life and livelihood. Most of the
peasants' organizations joined AIKKMS
in supporting the strike call. Our Party,
SUCI(C), mustered all its strength at
command to make this strike a
resounding success.
Massive was no match to describe
the support of the mammoth cohesive
populace right from the topmost
intellectuals to downtrodden daily wage
earners. The penury and misery-stricken
workers, peasants and other sections of
toiling masses were heard to comment
Contd. on page 2

SUCI (C) and its class and mass fronts on the street
in support of the All India strike on 26 November 2020
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Toiling Bihar people groping to eke out a bare living found
the vote-merchants skirting pressing problems of life with alacrity
Contd. from page 1

oppression in every sphere of life. On
the economic front, price-line of
essential commodities was soaring
sky high, income was steadily falling
because of rising unemployment,
massive job loss and non-availability
of remunerative price of crops to the
poor peasants, every basic need of
food-clothing-shelter,
minimal
healthcare and education was eluding
one to all except a few rich and
affluent. The entire brunt of an
accentuating capitalist crisis endemic
of the system was being squarely
passed on to the penury- and miserystricken populace. While the
bourgeois governments, irrespective
of hues, were busy serving the ruling
monopolists by invoking one after
another anti-people policies, albeit
wrapped in all kinds of gimmicks,
false promises and sugar-coated
words, life of the toiling multitudes
continued to be dragged to the dregs.
The situation turned so bad that even
the bourgeois economists and
commentators could not but admit the
onset of recession and relentless
pauperization of the people. Things
came to such a pass that the central
BJP government stopped publishing
all data and statistics to shield the

reality.
Except
parading in
unsubstantiated optimism about
turnaround of the economy, the ruling
party leaders and ministers had
nothing to offer. On the other hand,
apprehending outburst of people's
accumulated grievances and being
haunted by the fear that such eruption
against the incumbent governments
might well assume the form of anticapitalist movement if led by a
correct revolutionary force, the ruling
parties had been making every
attempt to throw a spanner into the
struggling unity of the oppressed
millions by precipitating all kinds of
social divides--be it communalism,
casteism, chauvinism, ethnicism or
parochialism-and keep the social
environment surcharged with tension,
plagued by disharmony, mutual hatred
and suspicion, narrow sectarian
polarization
and
occasional
communal-casteist-ethnic flare-ups.
All these features were seen in Bihar
as well alongwith other state-specific
features.
Virtually no new industry was set
up in Bihar in recent years. The
government
showed
utter
callousness in handling periodic
drought and flood situations which
were largely man-made than just

natural calamity. The number of
murders, dacoity and crime against
women also grew continuously.
Whichever few could avail of some
benefits of the governmentsponsored much-hyped welfare
schemes had to grease the palms of
the ruling combination leaders and
"those who matter" in the
administration. Over and above,
there were dangerous blows, one
after another of devastating moves of
the BJP-led central government like
demonetization, GST as well as lately
introduced anti-labour, anti-peasant
legislations which, apart from other
harmful effects, took away almost all
of whatever little rights and security
the working people hitherto had and
openly put a seal of approval to large
scale hoarding, black marketing and
price manipulations by the quarters of
vested interest.
The Chief Minister in 2005
promised a rule free from corruption,
crime and communalism. But in his
tenure spanning over 15 years, all
these things went on increasing. For
example, 19 people, including a
former MLA Brajesh Thakur
belonging to ruling dispensation were
convicted in a criminal case of sexual
and physical assault on girls at a

shelter home in Bihar's Muzaffarpur
district. A political storm followed the
revelation
engulfing
several
influential people in the state in 2018.
A JD(U) minister who was evading
arrest finally resigned after her
husband's involvement in the scandal
surfaced. Apart from the horrific
details that emerged, the case also
drew national attention because of
the fact that the shelter home was
run by Thakur's NGO that was statefunded. In February last year, a
special POCSO court also ordered a
CBI probe against Bihar chief
minister Nitish Kumar and two senior
civil servants in this case. Similarly,
though the chief minister elicited
accolades for banning liquor in the
state, it is alleged that liquor is
available aplenty in the black marketsomething which cannot happen
unless government-administration
function as an indulgent onlooker. In
2015 itself, the BJP labelled Rs 100
crore corruption charge against
Chief Minister, Nitish Kumar, then in
alliance with the RJD, over
irregularities in public medicine
distribution and demanded a probe.
(India.com 05-08-15) In the 2015
assembly elections, the BJP had
Contd. on page 4

SUCCESSFUL ALL INDIA STRIKE ON 26 NOVEMBER
Contd. from page 1

sarcastically: With regaining the lost jobs hardly in
sight, with prices soaring sky high, with one after
another black acts are promulgated to snatch our
right to protest and the freedom of expression,
with systematic adoption of pro-corporate policies
steamrollering us more and more with every
passing day, with crime against our women
growing menacingly, with our children dying of
starvation and malnutrition, how does it matter if
we lose a day's earning merely because we
choose to protest? On the other hand,
conscientious intellectuals came forward to
staunchly refute the fabled theory by quarters of
reaction that a strike as a form of movement
against injustice is a disruptive step, and urged the
organizers to launch a powerful protest
movement and take concrete measures to sustain
it till the government is forced to yield to the just
demands. Leo Tolstoy, the great humanist
litterateur had once commented : "The
government assures the people that they are in
danger from the invasion of another nation, or
from foes in their midst, and that the only way to
escape this danger is by the slavish obedience of
the people to their government." "When order is
injustice, disorder is the beginning of justice"
commented Romain Rolland, another great
humanist. And so, against an out and out unjust
capitalist rule, the right to protest by paralyzing
the administration by strike is justified on every
count because, as Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh
said, "you need to raise your voice loudly to make
the deaf hear".

With people alive in protest, the country came
to a standstill for a day, from north to south, east
to west, from fields to mines, from factories to
offices, from organized to unorganized workers,
from the students plagued by a deadly crisis in
their studies to unemployed youth, from the
increasingly pauperized middle class to hundreds
of thousands of peasants on the verge of total
ruination because of three recently introduced
atrocious agricultural anti-peasants' laws. As
usual, the ruling class planted agents to dampen
people's spirit. Pliant media was pressed to sing
peans for the so called labour reforms brought in
by the BJP government and question the
justifiability of the strike. There were the
governments, at the Centre and of the states, who
did not hesitate to pounce upon the strike
organizers or even the sea of protesting peasants
with batons, water-cannons amidst chilling cold
and what not. Mobilization of well-armed
security forces in large numbers, and even
digging trenches on the road to stall gushing
processions, showed that the bourgeois
governments were preparing for waging war
against their countrymen. The 26 November strike
added a glowing line in bold relief to the annals of
movement in the country. Salute to the fighting
determined toiling people of the country!
AIUTUC was not merely one of the ten
Central Trade Unions issuing the call. Across the
country, it took a pro-active role to convince and
persuade different organizations to step out in
support of the strike. Activists of our party, SUCI
(C), as well as of the frontal organizations were

on the streets carrying on a month-long campaign,
local to regional, state to national, rural to urban.
This was particularly true for the united mammoth
peasant movement that ran side by side with the
strike, in which case the AIKKMS took a leading
role in garnering supports from different peasant
organizations as well as well-known individuals
and human rights activists like Medha Patkar. On
the day of the strike, they organized squatting,
road or rail blockades, small and large
demonstrations. While doing these they had to
face governments' wrath and wring. From leading
organizers to young activists, many were tortured
and arrested. AIKKMS secretary of Haryana
was taken into custody. In West Bengal alone,
205 activists were arrested and 36 injured in
police attack on the strike day. In Silchar of
Assam, a state under BJP rule, 2000 supporters
of strike were arrested. In Tripura, another state
under BJP, the rulers were so perturbed at the
success of the strike that they vandalised the
office of our Party. Delhi police did not allow any
demonstration. Around and inside the capital,
roadways and railways were blocked for hours,
yet the people did not grumble, rather took it in
the right spirit that enough was enough, now a
protest was needed.
As observed by Comrade Provash Ghosh,
General Secretary, SUCI (C), all-out success of
this strike not only reflects the long accumulated
resentment among people, it also gives expression
to their no-confidence in the anti-people procorporate BJP government. Long live people's
struggle !
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Atmanirbhar Bharat and NEP 2020
In two and a half months’ time the Prime
Minister of India Narendra Modi and his
government made two significant moves among
many others. On 12 May 2020, the PM
pronounced desire to create Atmanirbhar Bharat,
that is 'self-reliant India' or 'self-sufficient India'
and on 29 July and a day after the Cabinet of
Modi government put its seal upon a National
Education Policy, NEP 2020. Later on 22
September in the Convocation of the IIT
Guwahati, the PM marked the NEP2020 as a
key component for creating an Atmanirbhar
Bharat. The education fraternity needs to take
note of these events.

Atmanirbhar Bharat is not a new slogan
First Atmanirbhar Bharat. It is not that Modiji
is the first in Indian history to call for a self-reliant
India. Long back, the Swadeshi movement
involving boycott of foreign goods, was on the
same tune It was an integral part of the Indian
independence movement, meant to help Indian
nationalism grow. It also reflected the aspiration
of the rising Indian bourgeoisie, the capitalists,
who were looking ahead for unhindered market
access with independent economic and political
power for their own in independent India.
In post-independence India, the ruling
capitalist class that had usurped the fruits of the
independence movement and acquired monopoly
character, reiterated the call for self- reliance. It
was not only echoed by the party or parties in
governmental power, but garnered uncritical
support from parliamentary parties even in
opposition. For a newly independent resurgent
capitalist state, this slogan tried to fan up national
jingoism. The latter was meant to distract people
from the all-out plight in their life being
perpetrated by ruthless exploitation of the Indian
capitalism, by that time already crisis-ridden.
Added to it, riding on that mood created by the
slogan of so called 'self-reliance', the ruling
bourgeoisie with the help of the party in power
subservient to it, fast consolidated economic and
political power. Soon, the so called striving for
self-reliance vanished into thin air and capitalist
rule consolidated its exploitative power with
people caught on the wrong foot.
The slogan is now repeated once again, when
not only the Indian capitalism but the world
capitalist system is in dire straits. Acute market
crisis, industrial stagnation and resulting economic
recession have become intimate life-partner of
the global moribund capitalist order. So it needs to
divert people's attention from their sufferings and
the cause of that, namely the capitalist class in
power and the government acting in its interest.
It needs to hoodwink people again to make frantic
efforts to help the dying order enjoy some respite.
The slogan itself and accompanying
utterances from those who matter, speaks of their
diluted, camouflaged and adulterated nature.
With all the theatrics typical of him, the PM,
underlined that Atmanirbhar Bharat does not
mean "self-containment", "isolating away from the
world" or being "protectionist"; rather it was
based on the principle basudhaiba kutumbakam,
with the world as kin. What kind of kinship? Ravi
Shankar Prasad, a colleague of the PM in his
cabinet clarified. In self-reliant India, "Foreign

direct investment is welcome, technology is
welcome [...] self-reliant India... translates to
being a bigger and more important part of the
global economy." So, the earlier slogan of the PM
, 'Make in India' which has by now fizzled out, is
reiterated in a new form "Make in India for the
world". So this is what Modiji's self-reliance
means: playing an important role in global
economy. Does this kind of 'self reliance' help to
better conditions for people, or does it come at the
cost of people? Clearly, for people of India the
slogan of self-reliance is a hoax.
Coupling of such an Atmanirbhar Bharat and
NEP 2020 is to be judged on this characterization
of the former. It should be added that
Atmanirbhar Bharat was announced when
COVID-19 pandemic related economic package
was being brought in without any relief for people
and NEP 2020 was introduced when people were
kept shut and muted under the same pandemicrelated lockdown. So both rode piggyback on the
pandemic as a convenient means.

NEP 2020 also not a new attempt
Like Atmanirbhar Bharat, NEP 2020 was not
really anything new. At least since 2015, the
government had been pushing the Policy back
and forth. Despite its frantic efforts, stiff
opposition from people including the academia had
made it hold back the policy. In 2019 a nearly
500 pages document named the Draft National
Educational Policy or DNEP 2019 was produced.
Eloquent, flowery, verbose, it was brought to light
immediately after the present government gained
the chair for the second term. But that was also
vehemently criticised. There were two
intervening ( a 55-page and a 60-page)
documents after which, butchering the original
about 500 page draft, the government released a
66-page final form. As mentioned above, the date
of announcement of the final document was 29
July 2020, which was also the 129th death
anniversary of Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, that
too falling in the birth- bicentennial year of this
great man of our immediate past, who had fought
life-long for the cause of establishing genuine
education system. But there was no mention of
this great man's name even for once in the
document. Besides, the intervening documents did
not find any place in the official website, but
were doing the rounds. Apparently meaningless,
these facts are necessary to show how serious,
careful and straightforward the government was,
in formulating such an important document as the
national policy on education! Were not all these
aimed at confusing people? In this background,
how should people view the claim, that NEP 2020
will play a major role in building up Atmanirbhar
Bharat?
The NEP 2020 replaces the DNEP 2019. But
the tone and tenor of the latter remain alive in
the final form. The Chairman of the Committee
that framed the DNEP 2019 had unambiguously
committed that : "Education in India was only
enriched through the mixing of cultures that arose
from the very first invasions, till the arrival of the
British."(italics added) It meant , they wrote off
the entire period during which modern education
in India had been born as also the luminaries who
struggled life-long to establish it in the country to

see all the people of independent India armed
with a secular, scientific , democratic education
carried to them free of cost. To the policymakers,
the Indian heritage belonged to the span of
ancient to middle ages which, in reality, waned
from an enlightened glorious ancient India to the
largely dark Middle ages fraught with casteism,
restriction of education to higher castes and a
religious philosophy which took the entire life and
matter as nothing but illusions. And so, this
skewed view of Indian tradition emerging in
DNEP 2019 and maintained faithfully in the NEP
2020 is one of the mainstays on which education
is being made to stand in Atmanirbhar Bharat.

NEP 2020 and Morrill Moment
The other mainstays are also problematic.
Reportedly (31 July 2020, The Statesman,
Kolkata) IIT Delhi Director Ramgopal Rao
hailed the new policy as representing the 'Morrill
Moment' for higher education institutions in India.
One may wonder what that all important Morrill
Moment is. In brief, Justin Smith Morrill, a US
Senator for 31 years introduced a measure in
1857 to establish a network of colleges founded
through the assistance of federal land-grants and
intended to boost the teaching of agriculture,
mechanical and industrial arts and military
science. An amount of 30,000 acres of land was
granted for each Senator and Congressman from
each constituent state of the USA. That land
could be sold and proceeds used for setting up
higher education institutions, public or private. In
1862, this was passed as a Bill signed by
Abraham Lincoln. With this, higher education in
the United States received a boost. However, in
the southern parts of USA, blacks were not
allowed to attend the original land-grant
institutions. In 1890 Morrill introduced a second
act which ensured creating colleges for coloured
people, namely the Black. Mr. Morrill wanted to
assure that education would be available to those
in all social classes. Certainly the Morrill Act/
Acts helped higher education grow in the USA.
But did not the IIT Delhi Director, an Indian
himself, know that in his own country, virtually the
same period from 1850 to 1870 was the prime
time of Iswarchandra Vidyasagar's activities
concerning education? Was he not ever aware
that during this span, almost single-handedly
Vidyasagar was establishing schools and colleges,
more so, for girls even, an inconceivable
proposition in his days by collecting donations
from his countrymen, and was engaged in heated
debates with the British government officials on
what should be the course content in the
Sanskrit College, firmly standing upon his idea of
introducing John Stuart Mill's Logic to counteract
the effects of Hindu philosophy of Sankhya and
Vedanta, introducing modern science, replacing
Leelavati's arithmetic in Sanskrit with modern
mathematics, including algebra. Without further
words, it must be emphasized that, what
Vidyasagar did was laying the foundation of
modern education in this country. The IIT
Director hailed the NEP 2020 as equivalent to
Morrill Act of the USA, but was totally oblivious
of the tragic fact that the document he hailed, did
not even mention Vidyasagar. The IIT Delhi
Contd. on page 7
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Entire election was again fought based on caste equation,
religious polarization and unthinkable splurge of money
Contd. from page 2

topped the list of fielding most number of
candidates with criminal backgrounds, according
to data compiled by Association of Democratic
Rights (ADR). (The Hindu-04-10-15) The list is
big. Toiling people of Bihar who were groping to
find some means to hold onto their livelihood were
obviously infuriated with the rising corruption in the
state as well.
Then appeared the Covid-19 pandemic.
Criminal negligence on the part of the BJP
government in acknowledging the imminent danger
on time and taking necessary precautions to
prevent its severity coupled with sudden imposition
of a lockdown without any necessary precaution
whatsoever made the situation worse for the
people at large. There was virtually no semblance
of rudimentary medical treatment for the novel
corona patients in a fragile healthcare system.
Obviously, with economy coming to a grinding halt
and normalcy in social life disrupted, life became
more nightmarish for the people. Simultaneously
with all other parts of the country, Bihar too was
gripped by the horror and terror of not only a deadly
infection but complete uncertainty of life and
livelihood. As is already known to all, many
residents of Bihar move out of the state as migrant
labourers to eke out a bare living for them and their
families. Sudden imposition of lockdown and
consequent loss of whatever jobs they managed to
carry out as casual workers turned them into
hapless, incomeless, shelterless paupers stranded
at the place of work. Many such labourers from
Bihar had to trudge on foot with children in their
arms hundreds of miles in the scorching summer
sun to reach their respective villages in Bihar.
Many died midway without food and water and
due to fatigue. Accrued wrath of such migrant
labourers were often found to burst forth before
the journalists.

Plank of electoral battle was shifted
to non-issues or planted issues
At the initial phase of campaigning, observers
thought that the mounting discontent among the
Bihar people would trigger anti-incumbency
mandate and the BJP-JD(U) combination would
be dislodged from power. The media as well as
most of the pre-poll surveys endorsed this view. In
fact, Tejashwi Jadav, the RJD leader whom the
grand alliance projected as its chief ministerial
candidate, was also harping on the pressing
problems like unemployment and perilous condition
of the government hospitals, promised 10 lakh jobs
if saddled in power, made a strong pitch for issuebased election and sought to give an impression
that he and his young brigade are pledge-bound to
jolt Bihar out of the notion of being stuck in a time
warp with no change in the offing. True it cast
some influence on the unemployed youth and for
that matter a sizeable number of people as well,
which was evident in the impressive gathering at
the meetings addressed by Tejashwi. Also the
people openly expressed anger about the utterly
anti-poor attitude and activities of the BJP
government at the Centre.
But as the polling date was drawing near, it
was found that the focus was slowly shifting to so
called caste equation and minority vote swing
which had hitherto been the deciding factor in the

election. Poll analysists and political commentators
began floating their assessments based on thathow much Jadav votes, how much Kurmi votes,
how much votes from the other sections of
dalitslike the Mushahars,Koeris, and Dusadhs, how
much religious minority votes-and who would
garner which caste or community votes, the ruling
combination or grand alliance etc. Even the
bourgeois parties, both in power and opposition,
began working on electoral arithmetic based on
casteist-religious dispositions. The monopolycontrolled media also gradually shifted focus from
people's issues to so called reality of "traditional
caste and religion based vote-bank politics" of the
state. Calculations were galore as to how much
Kurmi vote would swing towards Nitish Kumar,
how much Jitan Ram Majhi, a former surprise
short-lived chief minister of the state, and a man
of many U-turns would be able to turn the corners
by mobilizing so called lower caste votes, how
much trouble Chirag Paswan, son of lately demised
Ram Vilas Paswan, who also frequently changed
camp to secure ministerial post in central cabinet,
would create for Nitish Kumar's JD (U) by
weaning away dalit community votes under his
command, whether Jadav vote banks of RJD
would remain intact, what division in Muslim vote,
henceforth stated to be flowing to the RJD and
Congress, would occur with Asaduddin Owasi's
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMM) in
the fray, who would cut how much into the vote
banks of others and so forth. Once again on the
part of the establishment, an impression was sought
to be reinforced that any leader made visible by it
in the corridor of power represents the caste or
community he or she belongs to by birth and can
rally the bulk vote from that caste or community
like the fabled 'pied piper of Hamelin'.

The caste and class question
It is true that in caste-stratified Indian society
which, due to definite socio-political reasons, has
not been democratized and hence continues to be
plagued by age-old obsolete creeds, bigoted
thoughts and obscurantist ideas. Most of the
powerful landed gentry or the rural bourgeoisie in
the vast countryside as well as the industrialists of
northern India belt are mainly having an upper
caste identity as per contours of caste-stratified
society of yester years like Brahmins, Rajputs,
Thakurs or Bhumihars, class exploitation in
capitalist India often becomes intertwined with
caste oppression. But all these exploitations and
oppressions of man by man in India ought to be
recognized as capitalist class exploitation and
oppression, no matter the way these are often
apparently manifested as caste conflict. If this
reality is not understood by the oppressed
downtrodden, they would continue to nurture
illusion about struggle according to their respective
caste identities and tend to be polarized
accordingly. Same is the case with the religious
minorities. What would remain shielded before
them is that toiling workers or peasants whether
having this or that caste or religious identities are
equally oppressed under the grinding wheel of
ruthless capitalism. It is not that a Brahmin
industrialist exploits a worker having a Brahmin
identity by birth a bit less than a worker belonging
to so called lower caste. Similarly, a Muslim jotedar

(kulak) oppresses a Muslim peasant on par with
any of his Hindu counterparts. Was it not a fact
that the migrant labourers comprised hapless poor
from all castes, communities and religions? When
they were employed as casual labourers in
construction sites or any other job, did the owner
make any discrimination based on caste or religion
in regard to working hours, facilities and wages
paid? Did not all of them suffer in the same way?
So the battleline is straightaway drawn between
the exploiting ruling capitalists and the exploited
toiling millions-the workers, peasants and middle
class. Eradication of caste oppression is contingent
upon abolition of class-divided capitalist society by
revolutionary overthrow of capitalism.

Ruling capitalism seeks to sustain
casteist-religious divide in its class interest
So, ruling capitalism weaves all possible ploys
to sustain these casteist-religious divides in the
forms of caste-chauvinism or communal hatred to
keep people disunited and thereby frustrate the
process of growth and development of class
struggles along the right track and under correct
leadership to expedite revolutionary overthrow of
this oppressive bourgeois order. Hence, the votemonger power-greedy political parties who receive
backing of and publicity from the ruling class
peddle casteist-communal politics particularly in
the vast northern India belt including Bihar. In
absence of class consciousness and necessary
political outlook, common toiling masses get
swayed by this casteist-communal appeal and align
along casteist-religious lines. The ruling class also
floats various casteist-communal parties to
promote such narrow sectoral alignments. Lest the
deprived poor and marginalized sections should
feel that the rulers are inimical to their caste or
religion, the ruling capitalism adopts another trick.
It identifies a few persons who might have been
born in so called lower caste families or repressed
and persecuted religious minority families and then
grooms them to serve its sinister class interest by
being known as leaders of the respective caste or
religion. These handful of casteist-religious
leaders, enjoy all affluence, privileges and clout as
appendage to the ruling bourgeoisie and project
themselves as messiahs of their respective caste
or religious communities, particularly when an
election knocks at the door and avenues are
opened for a career in parliamentarianism. If one
observes such leaders or parties very carefully, one
would find that the only thing which matters for
them is pelf and power, nothing else. They have no
principles, no scruples and are totally indifferent to
the rapid degeneration of the livelihood of their
brethren from the same caste or community. Since
these casteist-communal leaders and parties
become part of the ruling quarters, all fads,
aberrations, opportunism, lure for money, nepotism
and corruption which are hallmarks of decadent
moribund capitalist system afflict them with all
virulence just like the mainstream bourgeois parties
such as the BJP or the Congress. 68% of the
elected MLAs in the current Bihar election have
serious criminal charges pending against them.
Cutting across the parties, the number of winners
with criminal cases had increased from 142 or 58%
of the total in 2015 to 163 or 68% in 2020. Winning
Continue on page 5
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By joining Mahagatbandhan to anyhow grab seats, CPI (M) and its allies
disregarded imperative necessity of forging a struggling left unity
Contd. from page 4

candidates who had declared serious
criminal cases, including murder,
kidnapping and crimes against
women, also increased to 123 or
51% from 98 or 40% in the 2015
Assembly polls.Corruption is so
deeply entrenched that Mewalal
Choudhary, the education minister of
the newly formed BJP-JD(U)
government had to tender resignation
within three days after taking oath
amid corruption charges in
appointments as VC of Bihar
Agricultural University. 81% of the
MLAs are multi-millionaires in a poor
state like Bihar.

Bihar politics bore eloquent
testimony of opportunistic
bourgeois politics
Yet there is no relent. The caste
or religion-based parties also
frequently shift allegiance from this
party or that party, from this alliance
to that combination just for the sake
of power and lucre. The turn of
events in Bihar particularly in the
arena of power politics in recent
period bear eloquent testimony of
that. Once we saw RJD-JD (U)
alliance. Then the alliance broke and
JD (U) held hands of the BJP which
it termed till other day a communal
party. Then, for a brief period, Jitan
Ram Majhi, a dissident JD (U) leader
who launched a separate party, the
Hindustani Awami Morcha, and
joined hands with the BJP-led NDA
became the chief minister. Majhi
flaunts his lower caste identity.
Similarly, both RJD and JD (U) claim
to be representing the specified
underprivileged castes as well as
religious minorities. Similarly, late
Ram Vilas Paswan, late LJP chief,
who was a member of the previous
Congress-led UPA ministry at the
Centre, took no time to join hands
with the BJP to retain his cabinet
berth. In the last assembly election,
his son Chirag announced that he
would remain with the BJP but
oppose JD(U). Earlier also we saw
in UP that Mayawati, the BSP chief,
whose sole bread and butter lay in
castigating Manuwadi meaning upper
caste powerful Brahmin community
who was and is still known to back
the BJP, had least of hesitation to
become chief minister riding on the
support of the BJP. Her so called prodalit
anti-Manuwadi posture
vanished when she sensed an
opportunity to ascend the throne. So,
it was difficult to make out who was
with whom and who are against
whom. In such a situation when even
nasty casteist politics also began to
assume different shades, the JD (U)

adopted shrewd tactics. It further
divided the so called lower caste
people into dalits and mahadalits, the
latter a conglomerate of 20
scheduled castes, and sought to
derive electoral mileage. In the
recent election, the BJP too took
advantage of such an arbitrary and
artificial division of the suffering
underprivileged
segment
to
supplement its hitherto known and
carefully nurtured upper caste votebank. Moreover, when Asaduddin
Owaisi, an elite and wealthy political
leader, decided to contest in Bihar obviously under the direction of the
ruling class - the BJP found in it a
welcome move since it was slated to
split the votes from the Muslim
community enraged and threatened
at its crass communal politics and
policies and known for supporting
RJD. This was how the casteistcommunal factors, albeit with various
permutations and combinations,
dominated in Bihar election.
Over and above, there was
colossal splurge of money. The BJP
now enjoying unstinted support from
the top monopoly houses obviously
had an edge over all others.
Secondly, the BJP knew that any
reference to the pressing problems of
people's life might backfire, to
howsoever a great extent it might try
to manipulate elections with moneymuscle-media power. So, its leaders
opted to skirt all people's issues and
highlight much touted "achievements"
of the central government and the
charisma of the prime minister
spruced up by the ruling class and its
pliant propaganda machinery. The
prime minister himself addressed
quite a number of rallies to showcase
his accomplishments like abolition of
Article 370, Pulwama surgical strike,
demonetization, GST, setting up
Rammandir,
construction
of
highways and overbridges etc. As we
know, these are anything but true
accomplishments and out and out
pro-monopolist measures. He also
promised distribution of Covid-19
vaccine free to the Bihar people, as
if any civilized government worth the
name is supposed to do otherwise.
Moreover, the prime minister and
other BJP leaders also did not miss to
incite Hindu communal feeling while
referring to Rammandir, abrogation
of article 370 or clashes in IndoPakistan border.
Also, of late, a feature is vivid in
Indian elections. Common people
have almost become reconciled with
the fact that elections might change
the colour of the seat of power but
not their lot. It is immaterial, they
think, which party wins and who

loses. Because, all the pre-electoral
promises are, what once Amit Shah,
the union home minister admitted in
camera, nothing but 'gimmicks'. But
they know that before the election,
the contesting parliamentarian parties
would come with bagful of money,
offer them cash and arrange for one
or two feasts. So, they settle for such
offers and go for voting against
receipt
of
such
crumbs.
'Chandragupta
Prabandhan
Sangsthan',
a
Patna
based
organization
surveyed
25
constituencies in 11 districts. They
found that more than 20% of the
voters have exercised their franchise
for some such immediate material
gains like liquor bottles, raw cash,
sumptuous meals for a day or two and
one or two baits of future benefits.
With a fatty purse swelling with
liberal corporate funding, the BJP
was definitely better poised in buying
votes like this with the help of groundlevel workers of the RSS. This is the
mystery behind much-clamoured
'Modi magic' which is being
propagated by the interested quarters
as key to the electoral gain of the
BJP. The BJP has been shrewd
enough to ensure that the antiincumbency sentiment is solely
directed against the JD(U) while it
would ride on "Modi magic" to
consolidate its grip in the state.
Exactly, that has happened. While the
Mahagatbandhan leaders were
training their guns against the JD(U),
the BJP with the backing of the
moneybags slowly upset all
calculations using all vile tricks of
manipulating people's verdict.

A word on the leftist
constituents of RJD-Congress
'Mahagatbandhan'
The parties like the CPI, CPI (M)
and CPI (ML) Liberation who are
known as leftist forces were
constituents of the Mahagatbandhan
and won 16 seats. Of these, CPI
(ML) Liberation alone has bagged
12. This electoral victory of theirs is
being projected by many as a stellar
performance of the embattled left
forces. But some pertinent questions
cannot be brushed aside. First of all,
it is being seen that the CPI (M) and
its associates have now found their
refuge in bourgeois vote politics only.
Their motto is to anyhow grab seats
even if that means holding the hands
of the Congress, the RJD or any
other casteist or regionalist party and
enter into opportunistic alliance with
them. Branding the Congress,
hitherto
the
most
trusted
representative of the ruling
monopolists, as 'secular and

democratic', they want people to be
oblivious of the fact that it was the
Congress that opened the lock of
Babri Masjid, engineered many
communal riots, imposed emergency,
promulgated a slew of black acts,
and
pioneered
globalizationliberalization of Indian capitalist
economy. Similarly, though it had
welcomed the court's verdict in
fodder scam which convicted RJD
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav (India
Today- 24-12-17), it now finds in the
same RJD a dependable ally in
fighting corruption. Who does not
know that D Raja, now the General
Secretary of the CPI, had hectic
parleys at the door of late Jayalalitha,
the then AIADMK chief minister of
Tamilnadu, to secure a berth in the
Rajya Sabha in place of an
AIADMK candidate? (Economic
Times 17-06-13) The CPI (ML)
Liberation, a splinter group of
erstwhile Naxalites, also does not lag
behind in this regard. They once
boycotted election calling the
parliament as pigsty and ridiculed the
parties who took part in the elections
and called them "lackeys of the ruling
landlord-bourgeoisie". They at that
time totally disregarded the teachings
of great Mao Zedong who said:
"Some comrades, disregarding the
subjective and objective conditions,
suffered from the malady of
revolutionary impetuosity. They will
not take pains to do minute and
detailed work among the masses, but
riddled with the illusions, want only to
do big thing. This is remnant of
Putschism (i.e., relying on a small
section of masses and attempting to
series of local uprisings). (SW. Vol.
II, p-107)"…it is the task of the party
of the proletariat in the capitalist
countries to educate the workers and
build up strength through a long
period of legal struggles and thus
prepare for the final overthrow of
capitalism. … insurrection and war
should not be launched until the
bourgeoisie become really helpless,
… And when the time comes to
launch such an insurrection and war,
the first step will be to seize the cities
and then advance into the
countryside, and not the other way
about." (Problems of War and
Strategy ; SW, Vol. II, p. 219)
But then they had taken a
somersault to make foray in
parliamentarian vote politics by
identifying new friends in the
bourgeois camp just for electoral
exigency. Even a few years back,
they held: "The scam-ridden Indian
polity will surely now try to use the
fodder scam example to seek some
Contd. on page 6
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legitimacy and paper over the
current crop of 21st century scams
that are immensely bigger than the
Bofors scam of the 1980s or the
fodder scam of the 1990s. This is
where the people of India will have
to intervene and insist on matching
punishment for the architects and
managers of scams like the 2G
and Coalgate ones which have
caused far bigger loss to the
national exchequer. If Jagannath
Mishra and Lalu Prasad are held
responsible for having presided
over the fodder scam, there is no
way Manmohan Singh can escape
his culpability for the mega scams
that have become the trademarks
of his government... The fodder
scam narrative is also a great
political leveller where leaders of
RJD and JD(U) and Congress and
BJP are all exposed as members
of the same corrupt club."
(cpiml.net/liberation) The RJD
and the CPI(ML) Liberation had
prior to this election adopted an
adversarial stance. Critics of
RJD's Tejashwi Yadav even said
that he had not supported CPI's
Kanhaiya Kumar in the Lok
Sabha elections in 2019 because
he felt threatened by the latter's
crowd-pulling ability. But now, in a
volte face, the same CPI (ML)
Liberation is not only in the
electoral fray but a close ally of
the Congress, RJD, CPI and CPI
(M). Moreover, they incorrectly
say that "caste is class" thereby
disown the correct understanding
about class struggle in castestratified Indian society. Such a
simplified notion justifies their
unity with casteist parties and
sanctifies casteist
politics
camouflaged
behind
leftist
slogans.

What was the need
of the time?
When the BJP is bearing its
fascist tooth and claw, the
Congress is in total disarray, and
the regional parties are vacillating
over taking any uniform stand, it
was imperative to float a genuine
left alternative by uniting all left
forces-not an electoral unity but a
cemented unity for developing and
intensifying class and mass
struggles based on real leftist
ideology. For, the real strength of
leftism, according to great Lenin,
lies in the fire of class and mass
struggles. In course of developing
such movements, election, if any,
can also be fought based on leftist
principles as part of that
movement. Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh,
Founder
General
Secretary of the SUCI(C) and an
outstanding Marxist thinker had

provided detailed elaboration of this
question following the teachings of
great Lenin and Mao Zedong. He
said, inter alia, that "the method and
tactics of conducting struggle, the
principles of organization adopted
both by the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat, their outlook regarding
election, as also the tactics for
winning or approach towards
defeat - these are determined
keeping in view the stage of
revolutionary movement and the
level of people's consciousness in
the country. The main objective of
the bourgeois parties is to grab
maximum number of seats by any
means and ride to power…On the
contrary, when the party of the
proletariat participates in the
election with the object of
revolutionary purposiveness, being
compelled by the necessity to
remain with the people, it does so
on the basis of mass revolutionary
political line. It also tries utmost to
win seats. But the essence of its
objective is never to anyhow grab
maximum seats. The revolutionary
party's focal point is to educate the
people as to how to fight the
election on the basis of a mass
revolutionary line and in doing so, if
we can win maximum seats; all the
better. If we cannot, not even a
single seat, so be it."(On
Preserving Unity and Establishing
Revolutionary Leadership in
Workers' Movement, SW Vol IV)
While trying to have an insight
into the factors behind the electoral
results in Bihar assembly elections,
we have preferred to recapitulate
the essential teachings of the great
leaders of the proletariat so that
correctness and significance of
leftism are clarified to the people
and the necessary political
conscious dawns upon the
suffering millions so that they do
not suffer from any parliamentary
illusion and traverse the correct
way in their fight for much sought
far emancipation. Guided by this
outlook, the SUCI(C) repeatedly
appealed to the left parties to shun
the company of Congress-RJD,
come forward to build up a
struggling unity of the left forces
and fight election as a left
alternative. But our appeal went
unheeded and the CPI , CPI (M),
CPI (ML) Liberation preferred to
toe the line of opportunistic
bourgeois parliamentarism and be
a part of this rotten system. So,
SUCI(C) had to fight the election
alone based on its organizational
strength and highlighting the banner
of genuine leftism. We once again
renew our appeal to the left parties
for forging such a struggling leftist
unity and uphold the cause of the
people in right earnest.
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AIKKMS HAILS ONGOING
MOVEMENT AND ‘‘DELHI CHALO’’
PROGRAMME OF THE PEASANTS

Comrade Satyawan, President
and Comrade Shankar Ghosh General
Secretary, All India Kisan Khet
Mazdoor Sangathan, (AIKKMS) in a
joint statement issued on 25
November 2020 strongly protested and
condemned the arrest of prominent
peasant leader Comrade Jaikaran
Mandauthi, member of All India
Executive Committee as well
Secretary, Haryana State Committee
of AIKKMS and dozens of other
peasant leaders in the Haryana state
as a step to curb the ongoing "Delhi
Chalo" movement against the three
anti-peasant black laws and the
proposed Electricity Bill 2020.
AIKKMS leaders termed the police
action in the state as a cowardice
attempt to rob the fundamental
democratic rights of the exploited and
oppressed peasants. Even the
government did not release the
peasant leaders on personal bond and
sent all the leaders to the judicial
custody. Police had been deployed

throughout the state to erect barriers
and seal the borders of PunjabHaryana and Haryana-Delhi from 25
November to 27 November to prevent
the peasants from assembling at four
declared points on the National
Highways from where the peasants
were determined to march to Delhi at
the call of the AIKSCC and two other
peasant alliances.
AIKKMS demanded of the
Haryana government to refrain from
containing the most peaceful and
legitimate movement of the peasants
and release all the peasant leaders
including Comrade Jaikaran Mandauthi
with immediate effect as well as honour
the fundamental democratic rights of
the people. AIKKMS also called upon
the peasants throughout the country
including Haryana and Punjab to make
"Delhi Chalo" a grand success and also
to sustain the movement throughout
the country till the central government
is forced to repeal the three antipeasant laws.

Make All India General Strike of
26 November a grand success
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI (Communist),
issued the following statement on 25 Nov. 2020:
We strongly denounce the provision of the draft rules notified for the
Code on "Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions" to extend
daily spread over time up to 12 hours. This move of the BJP led central
government is consistent with its nefarious design of 'ease of doing business'
at the behest of the corporate giants for further maximization of their profit
by drastically downsizing the manpower and increasing the workload
inhumanly. Alongside, the government's successive moves to introduce fixed
term employment to demolish permanency of jobs, forced premature
retirements, infringement on the right to association and strike and such other
measures will provide the employers with unfettered right to hire and fire in
pursuit of the policy of total privatization of the public sector enterprises and
government sectors.
While strongly condemning these draconian measures of the government,
we demand the total withdrawal of the anti-worker and anti-people labour
codes and their draft rules. We call upon the working people to build up
mighty united movements across the country to combat the mounting
onslaughts of the capitalist government on their hard earned rights and make
success the ensuing general strike of 26 November 2020 as a part and parcel
of this sustained movements.
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Slogans of Atmanirbhar Bharat or NEP 2020 are no invention of the BJP government
Contd. from page 3

Director might have had nothing to do with
framing of the NEP2020. But he hailed it from his
position in the academia as being equivalent to a
landmark from the USA. What kind of mindset
does it reflect? Or, does he share the same
mindset and belongs to the same ilk who write
off the entire period of growth and development
of modern education in India from its actual
heritage? Is this mindset in keeping with the spirit
of Atmanirbhar Bharat?

NEP 2020 and ECCE
The NEP 2020 has restructured the entire
school system from its time-tested traditional
10+2 structure to a 5+3+3+4 system. The first 5year Foundational stage will comprise a 3-year
pre-primary school followed by 2-year primary
school . The stage will be based on an allembracing ECCE (Early Childhood Care and
Education) programme which aims at attaining
optimal outcomes in the domains of children's
development in physical and motor actions,
cognitive abilities, socio-emotional-ethical traits,
cultural-artistic
attributes, communication
abilities, language, literacy, numeracy. It consists
of flexible, multifaceted, multilevel, play-based,
activity-based, and inquiry-based learning, with a
focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity,
behaviour, teamwork, cooperation, logical thinking,
problem solving etc. Obviously, it is a highly
technical system based on modern infrastructure,
for which, it is held, that teachers would require
specialized training. Surprisingly, it is suggested
that the charge of the first 3 years of ECCE will
be entrusted, in the main, with Anganwadi
workers, who are themselves ill-paid, insecure
and ill-equipped. How will they cope up with the
demands of an ultra-modern system with a brief
training, as visualized, is an enigma. Besides, what
effect ECCE, as visualized, would produce on the
tender, formative mind of children drawn so early
into the formal education system, is also a serious
point to ponder.
However, the director of an IIM (at
Sambalpur) vouched for it saying that changing
the "pedagogical structure from a 10+2 to a
5+3+3+4 system is in line with international
standards." Without going into details, it needs to
be pointed out that to justify the move it is said
that "Various global studies have also revealed
longer-term impacts" (DNEP 2019,p.46). What
do conformity with 'international standards' or
'global studies' have to do with framing a system
being introduced for Indian children initiating their
schooling? What are those global studies? Have
they taken into consideration the particular
problems and characteristics of Indian children,
their family backgrounds, the infrastructural
facilities available in the concrete condition here?
Without concrete and tangible answers to these
and such other questions, how can a system be
prescribed for the country on the strength of
'some' unknown global studies or international
standards? Is it worth of an Atmanirbhar Bharat?
But there is a still grave mystery in ECCE
scheme. It is not the brainchild of the makers of
NEP 2020. ECCE is a concept mooted in the
World Bank sponsored STARS programme in
2018, which the Union government has approved
on 14 October 2020. But the concept was already
included in the NEP 2020 in July 2020. What a

mark of Atmanirbhar Bharat! And why the
STARS wanted the ECCE to form a critical
agenda of educational reforms? It found that
ECCE could generate a return of US$ 25 for
every US$ 1 invested. So, in reality, it would be
a boon for the corporate houses! And a hurdle for
the poor students! Such is the character of the
blue-eyed programme of ECCE being prescribed
for not just the present, but also future
generations of common Indian students. And is
not it exactly the point, the critics of the NEP
2020 held on ECCE: it will simply increase
commercialization, leading to corporatization,
making education inaccessible for overwhelming
majority of common students?

NEP 2020 and Liberal Arts- Ivy League
Another example is provided by the DNEP
2019 hype for Liberal Arts education. The whole
of Chapter 11 (Towards a More Liberal
Education, p.223-39) is devoted to it, entailing
jugglery with terms like 'holistic and liberal
education' (p.225), 'A multidisciplinary and liberal
approach to higher education' (p. 227) etc... It is
said that the concept of liberal arts education (as
practised in Takhshashila or Nalanda) has a
distinct Indian origin and has indeed become
extremely important in the modern day
employment landscape of the 21st century (NEP
2020, p.36) Besides, the liberal arts education of
this kind is extensive and successful today in the
United States in Ivy League schools or Tsinghua
of China (DNEP 2019, p 223). So, again a
system adopted in the USA, China or elsewhere
is being imported for the Indian Higher Education
institutions, for Atmanirbhar Bharat!
There are several questions involved. Those
are: Can the 'so-called' liberal arts curricular
frame, course content and approach practiced in
Takhshashila (around 2600 to 1500 years ago) or
Nalanda (around 1500 to 700 years ago), long
before introduction of modern education, be of
any use in the complex modern world? The fact
that the 64 kalas (arts) in ancient India, referred
to above, are entirely different from what is
meant by liberal arts in the modern context, has
been brushed over in NEP with a deceptive
sleight of hand. Then again, can the elite Ivy
League serve or fit the necessities that Indian
institutions and their students-teachers face?

NEP 2020 and WTO- GATS and STARS
Next, we may note the following words in the
NEP 2020. "High performing India universities
will be encouraged to set up campuses in other
countries and similarly, selected universities e.g.,
those from among the top 100 universities (later
200) in the world will be facilitated to operate in
India". "India will be promoted as a global study
destination providing premium education at
affordable costs". So, is it with this motive that
the Ivy League or the foreign universities are
drawn into the picture? Will anybody believe that
top universities of the world will open their
campuses in India from philanthropic attitude or
even genuine educational goals? Rather the
foreign universities will only be happy to find a
new market to carry on a business in education.
In fact, these exchanges necessarily follow as
India is a signatory of the GATS and World Bank
treaties, which view education as a unique
commodity for global market and India as a
lucrative part of that market ! Besides as a

signatory of the WTO-GATS the Indian
government has tied the country into unconditional
obligations as a 'Most- Favoured Nation' (Article
II-GATS). MFN means that the Indian market
will be open to "all" Foreign investors equally,
without any discrimination.
The NEP 2020 proposes (16.6/p.44)
vocational education to be integrated into
mainstream in all schools. When thousands of
vocationally trained youth are presently frantically
running about with no market, no job in sight, with
industry stagnated, economy in recession, is it not
a cruel joke to chant the mantra of vocational
education, that too from early stages in schools?
But again, on this vocationalization of education ,
the government, the industrial houses and the
World Bank (WB) sponsored STARS all
converge. The aim of the STARS is specified as
seeking to harvest the vast human capital in India.
And it is only a subtler manner of expressing the
desire to exploit the vast and largely untapped
cheap labour available in the country. For that, the
WB wants to start early. It asks businesses and
trades to be introduced in schools so that the
latter are
connected to the labour
market.(Section 54, p.27; The STARS). The
STARS as well as the NEP 2020 wish to train
students in the skills of immediate necessity in the
market, to be streamlined into the world of
employment. But such a market- oriented
education will naturally demand that industries
have a say in how the syllabi will be designed,
how teachers may be updated as required by the
market- demands. So, this is another great
example of Atmanirbhar Bharat, i.e., Self-reliant
India, with the NEP going to have its legs planted
in the World Bank sponsored project.

Atmanirbhar Bharat has its legs
planted in WB-WTO-GATS etc. Why?
In summary, side by side with the slogan of
Atmanirbhar Bharat to save crisis-ridden Indian
capitalism, the Union government is dishing out
an education policy which speaks of glorious
India of Takhshashila-Nalanda etc., clamours for
Atmanirbhar Bharat, i.e., Self-reliant India, but
ties the knot with the World Bank -WTO-GATS
to sneak in even more deep-going and farreaching
commercialization,
rather
corporatization, in the name of concepts-methodsgoals copied from other lands to frame the
National Education Policy. Why? Is it not with an
eye to earning an entry in the global market of
trading with education as a commodity? Or, is it
not for reducing the system for common Indian
students into an ineffective, outmoded,
unscientific system, with a view to producing
saffronized or de-humanized robots heavily biased
towards vocational education, while making room
for high-quality technical education for the handful
privileged students from rich- super rich families
with the help of chosen foreign institutions?
The scores of questions raised above, among
others, accompany the coupling of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and NEP 2020. In short, Atmanirbhar
Bharat and NEP 2020 is for the corporate houses
at the cost of people Education-loving people of
India who have already raised and are
countrywide protests against this NEP 2020
demand clear and unambiguous answers to these
questions in their critical judgement of the NEP
2020 which they reject lock, stock and barrel.
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VICTORY OF UNITED GUARDIANS’ FORUM
IN WEST BENGAL SHOWS THE WAY
In the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, and following the lockdown clamped overnight, along with
many others a large section of guardians of private schools in West Bengal as also in other parts of India
have been facing serious financial crisis. Schools had closed down indefinitely since April. The children
had to do without most of the services generally offered by their schools. Yet, the school authorities
continued to charge full fee for the entire lockdown period showing to what extent commercialization has
gripped school education in a growing privatization spree.
Such being the condition, conscientious guardians of the private schools in West Bengal came forward
to build up "United Guardians' Forum", a public committee to launch an intense movement against such
unjust claim and illegitimate practice. They demanded that fees cannot be charged against services no
longer available and as classes were held on-line. Only tuition fees would be payable. But when the school
authorities refused to accede, the matter was referred to the Calcutta High Court which upheld the demand
of the Forum and asked the schools to charge 20% less of stipulated fee. The Supreme Court also, while
giving verdict on a prayer of a section of the school managements on the issue, upheld the judgment of the
Calcutta high Court. This marked a remarkable victory of people's movement against a gross injustice and
showed that if movement can be launched unitedly, sustainably and consciously under a correct leadership,
it does beget result. Since, the guardians of children being taught in the private schools in other states of
the country are also facing this ordeal, it is incumbent on them as well to develop similar movement forming
struggle committees and fight for justice.

HOW ‘‘ATMANIRVAR’’ IS INDIA
IN FOOD SECURITY
The State of Food Security and
Nutrition in the world (SOFI) report
2020 based on the global surveys
conducted jointly by The UN's Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
the
International
Fund
for
Agricultural Development, UNICEF,
the World Food Programme and the
World Health Organization in
collaboration with Gallup World Poll
(GWP) reveals that food insecurity
is growing in India. In terms of
population, India has highest number
of 'food insecure' people in the
world. Of late, it is reported that
India had a record high agricultural
production in 2019-2020. India is
now the world's largest producer of
millets and the second largest
producer of rice and wheat. But is it
conveying any positive news about
ensuring food security to the poor
toiling millions? Unfortunately not.
In India, the central government
has announced distribution of free
ration of rice and wheat at 5 kg per
head to the poor families enrolled
under the food security scheme. But
it is still uncertain whether free
ration would be available after
November. On the other hand,
government
godowns
and
warehouse for storing food crops
are overloaded with stacks of paddy
and wheat. In this season, Kharif
crops purchased by the government
from the peasants have no place to
be stored. Food Corporation of India
(FCI) and other state agencies have
the capacity to store almost 752 lakh
tons of crops in their warehouses.

As per prevailing norm, the
government is supposed to keep
around 307 lakh ton crops as buffer
stock to meet emergency needs.
But, according to record, as on 1
October 2020, 630 lakh tons of food
crops including 193 lakh tons of rice
have already been stacked in the
government godowns while only
102 lakh tons of rice are enough for
buffer stock.
Not that the surplus crops are
to be distributed to the countrymen
as additional quota during this
pandemic situation. Instead, the
government has decided to sell
excess rice to the distilleries for
making ethanol which, among other
things, is used for making liquor. But
the government tried to justify its
decision by saying that the surplus
rice would not be used to make
wine, but for making sanitizers and
other essential items to combat the
attack of the pandemic. Also it
would be mixed with petrol to
reduce import cost of crude oil,
claimed the government. However,
in view of the obvious questions
being raised about the veracity of
such claims, the government has, for
the time being, shelved the decision.
It is learnt that the government
has already purchased 286 lakh tons
of paddy till 17 November. This has
left FCI officials dumbstruck. They
believe this will lead to an overflow
in godowns in the month of January.
Even if the government continues
giving ration to the poor after
November, still there would be

dearth of storage space. So, it
believes selling around 100 lakh
tons to the distilleries is the only
remedy.
Incidentally, India had
achieved self-sufficiency in food
grains in the 1970s. Had the
successive
bourgeois
governments
supplied the
foodgrains either free or at
minimal cost through the Public
Distribution System strictly
controlling pilferage or such
other corrupt practices, majority
of Indian people languishing in
abject poverty could at least not
go hungry. But the Indian
capitalist
state
and
its
subservient governments have
shown no concern for growing
misery of the toiling masses.
That is why, despite
abundant production of food
grains, India continues to
grapple with food insecurity
resulting in gradual rise in
hunger, starvation, malnutrition,
undernourishment,
stunted
growth of the children and all
other evils of this society.
During the current BJP
regiment, the situation has so
worsened that India has ranked
102 out of 117 countries in
Global Hunger Index (GHI).
Indeed a milestone achieved in
making India "atmanirvar" (selfreliant) in food security!
(Source:
Ananda bazar Patrika
dated 20 Nov. 2020)
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Com. Jagadish Chandra Asthana
Passes away
Comrade Jagadish Chandra
Asthana a veteran member of the
Uttar Pradesh (UP) state committee
and
former
Jaunpur
district
s e c r e t a r y,
SUCI(C) breathed
his last on 17
November 2020 at
the age of 87 years
old.
He
was
undergoing treatment in Jaunpur
Hospital due to his acute breathing
problems.
His demise brought a deep sorrow
amongst the Party's leader and
activists as well as the local people.
Many of them gathered at his home in
Jaunpur to pay their last respect. He
was a lawyer by profession. On
hearing the news of his death, the
work was suspended at Jaunpur
District Court.
In his youth, he in contact of
Comrade V N Singh, the then UP
State Secretary of the Party. At that
time, being inspired by Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh Thought, Comrade
Singh, was struggling to build up
Party organization in UP. At his
initiative, a political class was held at
Jaunpur. Comrade Shibdas Ghosh had
conducted the class. Comrade
Asthana participated in that class.
Comrade Ghosh's discussion left a
deep mark on Comrade Asthana. In
the early days of formation of Party
organization in UP, Comrade V N
Singh started the work with a handful
of comrades. Comrade Jagadish
Asthana was one of them.
Later on, he played an important
role in organizing
a powerful
movement of the farmers in UP. As
district secretary of Jaunpur, he
played a valuable role in expanding
Party organisation there. Afterwards,
Later, he was elected as a member of
UP state committee.
Recently, though he was unable to
actively participate in Party activities
due to his old-age related illness. Yet
he was engrossed with the thought of
further development of Party
organization.
He
constantly
encouraged the present district
leaders and members of the Party to
undertake Party work with due
seriousness and enthusiasm. The
demise of such a highly able leader
and valuable organizer of the Party as
well as a prominent organizer of
democratic movements, has been a
great loss for all.
Red salute to
Com. Jagadish Chandra Asthana
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SUCI(C) and its class and mass fronts on the street in
support of the All India strike against anti-worker
anti-peasant policies of the BJP government

Jamshedpur, Jharkhand

Bhubaneswar, Odisha

Guna, Madhya Pradesh

Bhiwani, Haryana

Patna, Bihar

Maduri, Tamilnadu

Alapuzza, Kerala
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SUCI(C) and its class and mass fronts on the street in
support of the All India strike against anti-worker
anti-peasant policies of the BJP government

Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh

Yadgiri, Karnataka

Joshipur, Odisha

Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh

Bangalore, Karnataka

Trivandrum, Kerala

Muzaffarpur, Bihar

Jaunpur, Uttar Pradesh
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SUCI(C) and its class and
mass fronts on the street in support
of the All India strike
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SUCI(Comunist) calls
upon people
to resist RBI proposal
to allow top monopoly
houses to open banks
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General
Secretary, SUCI (Communist), has issued
the following statement on 25 November
2020:

Tripura State Party office in Agartala
vandalized by the BJP goons
on 26 November, the All India strike Day.

All Bengal Electricity Consumers’ Association
(ABECA)
in support of the 26 Nov. Strike

Solidarity with the struggling peasants of Haryna & Punjab

India’s bribery rate highest in Asia : Report
India has the highest bribery rate in Asia
and most number of people who use personal
connections to access public services, according
to a new report by corruption watchdog
Transparency International.
"With the highest bribery rate (39 per cent)
in the region, India also has the highest rate of
people using personal connections to access
public services (46 per cent)," the report said.
Bribery in public services continues to plague
India. Slow and complicated bureaucratic
process, unnecessary red tape and unclear
regulatory frameworks force citizens to seek
out alternate solutions to access basic services
through networks of familiarity and petty

corruption, the report added. The Global
Corruption Barometer (GCB) - Asia, found that
nearly 50 per cent of those who paid bribes
were asked to, while 32 per cent of those who
used personal connections said they would not
receive the service otherwise. A majority of
citizens in India (63 per cent) think that if they
report corruption, they will suffer retaliation, it
said.
It bears recall that while announcing
demonetization four years back, the prime
minister claimed that this was aimed at
breaking "the grip of corruption". Facts indeed
prove how 'authentic' he was in his assertion!
(Source: Hindustan Times 26-11-20)

All India Jan Adhikar Suraksha Committee observed
146th Birth Anniversary of Birsa Munda

All India Jan Adhikar Suraksha Committee observed 146th Birth Anniversary of Birsa Munda,
the legendary leader of the movement of the tribal people against British imperialist rulers and
money-lender sharks, with due solemnity. Pictures above : left- Belda, West Bengal, Right- Ranchi, Jharkhand

The decision of the Reserve Bank of
India to allow big industrial houses like the
Tatas, Birlas, Ambanis and Mahindras to
open banks on the pretext of "bringing in their
experience, management expertise, and
strategic direction to banking" portends an
ominous future for the common bank
customers as well as people at large. Such a
move obviously endorsed by the BJP
government would only strengthen the ruling
financial oligarchy. It would allow the large
corporates who default bulk of the estimated
20 lakh crore of bank loans (NPAs) to escape
repayment liability as fresh deposits mobilized
in the newly set up banks by them would
come handy to finance the defaulted loan.
Even today, top bank executives admit that
once money enters a large corporate group,
it is very difficult to estimate where it has
flown. Already one after another scam is
unfolding even in private sector banks. Even
a plan is afoot to use depositors' money to
make good the loss due to NPAs and
facilitate backdoor privatization of Public
Sector banks through bridge finance route
using proposed 'Resolution Authority' (RA)
which is also stated to enjoy absolute power
to even revise or terminate the terms of
deposits in banks by common savers.
In 1969, the logic given for nationalisation
of Banks was that the private banks were
utilizing their resources according to the
interest of individual industrialists and granting
loans and other forms of credit to the
speculators engaged in hoarding, cornering
and black-marketing items of daily use
including food articles, medicines and baby
food. Does not the logic hold good in the
present situation as well? Today, following the
prescripts of globalization and in an attempt
to stave off the crisis of mounting NPA
arising out of severely accentuated market
crisis and consequent recession, the BJP
government is on a privatization spree to
serve the class interest of the ruling
monopolists imperilling people's interest as
criminal acts of misusing people's fund would
increase manifold.
We strongly protest this move of the
government and call upon common people to
raise united voice of protest.
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