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Thousands of Peasants on their

‘MARCH TO DELHI’

Police Blocking peasants’ entry to Delhi

AIKKMS leaders at Sikka camp
in Tukri border Delhi

All out success
of Bharat Bandh
call by the
fighting peasants
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General
Secretary, SUCI (Communist),
issued the following statement on
8 December 2020:
All out success of the Bharat
Bandh today proves that people
wholeheartedly support the ongoing
peasants' struggle and reject the
anti-farmer acts of the BJP-led
central government.
We firmly believe that the
peasants will continue their struggle
till the demands are achieved.
We call upon all sections of the
toiling people to take lessons from
this historic peasant movement and
launch their struggles by organizing
struggle committees and enrolling
volunteers.

ALL ROADS LEAD TO DELHI

Epoch-making Peasants’ Movement
against black farm laws and
electricity (amendment) bill 2020
A torrent, a tidal bore of united protest of the
peasants, unprecedented in dimension, undaunted
spirit and valour, has been sweeping across entire
periphery of the capital city of Delhi. 'We inevitably
have to commit suicide! then why to be afraid of
corona! We will continue the movement' - firmly said
Gurbax Singh, Suresh Yadav and others in a
determined voice. They, too, have come and joined
hands with lakhs of farmers carrying on the throbbing
peasant movement in Delhi with a strong morale with
a view to achieving their demands. The suffering
peasants already shattered by
non-receipt of
remunerative price for their produce and spiralling
cost of agricultural inputs and now boiling with anger
against the recently enacted three draconian farm
laws and proposed Electricity (Amendment) Bill have
now taken a firm resolve to show the government
what concerted mass action means. Taking advantage
of the pandemic situation, the autocratic BJP-led

central government promulgated the three farm laws
through ordinance route bypassing parliament. It did
not bother to have any discussion with the peasants or
seek opinion of the common people. Arbitrarily and
unilaterally, the BJP government brought such drastic
changes in the farm policy in order to open up the
agricultural sector to the giant multinationals and agricorporates for reckless loot and plunder as a result of
which the misery and destitution of the peasants and
agricultural workers are bound to become even more
hellish . With the grip of the profit-hungry corporate
sharks clamped on Indian agriculture, the hapless
peasants would be out of all means of earning a living
in the already dismal state of capitalist-ravaged rural
economy. Yet the government has turned up its
propaganda machine to hype the so called "benefits
and happiness" its new farm laws would ensure for the
farmers, and is adamant in enforcing these on the
Contd. on page 2

PAGE TWO

DECEMBER 15, 2020

PROLETARIAN ERA

Peasants’ movement

Overcoming all hurdles and hassles, movement is continuing for 18 long days
Contd. from page 1

nwilling farmers. So, the peasants are on the
streets demanding unconditional cancellation of
the three farm laws and withdrawal of Electricity
(Amendment) Bill which aims to reduce subsidies
in power sector and push for its further
privatisation.

Crystallization of the movement
The initial spark has been from Punjab where
the peasants first organized themselves to plunge
into rigorous protest. They started with sit-indemonstrations. But the central government
turned deaf ears to them. Outraged at such a
disdainful attitude of the government, the peasants
of entire northern India joined the movement.
Slowly the spark has created a prairie fire
spreading fast throughout the country. A united
committee of two hundred and fifty peasant
organizations came into being to steer the
movement. Seeing the adamance of the
government, it called a rural all India general
strike on 25 September with unstinted support
from the working class and other sections of the
toiling masses achieved a resounding success. Still
when the Centre remained mum, the united
committee of the peasants gave the call for
'March to Parliament' on 26-27 November.
Accordingly, leaving their homes and farms, lakhs
of peasants and their family members including
about fifty thousand of peasant women including
elderly ladies had proceeded towards Delhi
carrying necessary provisions to continue their
demonstration for months together. There was a
beeline of hundreds of trucks and tractors
carrying the agitating peasants, mostly the aged,
women and children, flanked by thousands of
members of the peasant community trudging along
the roads to Delhi who made a bet that if they
had to blockade for months, no matter but the
government must repeal the three murderous
agricultural laws for farmers. The peasants have
assembled here not only from Punjab and
Haryana but also from Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan,
Uttar
Pradesh,
Bihar
and
Maharashtra.
Undeterred, the marchers, the determined
countless warriors who have come prepared with
necessary provisions to continue their agitation for
months together sat down on streets and
blockaded all entry points to Delhi. More and
more peasants, in thousands upon thousands, have
been coming from different states to join the
movement. The ranks of landless peasants and
agricultural labours swelled ever faster. Many
organizations of the students, youths, women,
workers and countless common people stepped
forward in support of the movement which
stepped into 18th day of continuance on 15
December. Exposing the heinous motive behind
the farm laws to serve the industrial tycoons and
facilitate hoarding and black-marketing, the
struggling peasants have raised a new slogan:
"Sarkar ki Asli Majboori, Adani, Ambani,
Jamakhori" (real compulsion of the government
is to serve Adani, Ambani and hoarders).

Struggle intensified with every passing day
The BJP government took every possible
administrative measures at the borders of states
adjacent to Delhi to stop the marching peasants
from coming. Water cannons were turned on the

agitators in wintry cold, tear gas shells fired, and
lathi charge resorted to brutally injuring countless
peasants. Multiple layers of barricades were put
up with fences, coiled wires, containers filled with
sand, big trucks and , trenches dug on the streets,
boulders dropped on the roads with the help of
cranes, inter-state borders sealed and curfew as
well as Sec 144 imposed in many places to stop
the peaceful marchers. Calling the sending of
food supplies to the demonstrating farmers an
'unlawful activity', police of BJP government of
UP stopped two tractor-trolleys full of food
supplies and other relief materials in Philbit from
leaving for Delhi-UP border. Even the
government sought to prevent the farmers from
entering Delhi on the pretext of rise in corona
infection. To malign such a glorious movement for
a legitimate demand, the BJP and its mentor RSS,
apart from resorting to coercive actions, are
arraying their entire arsenal of spreading
mischievous propaganda, activating fake news
network, roping in the economists-columnists and
public servants on their pay-roll to concoct stories
of how the farm laws are slated to improve the
lot of the peasants and double their income etc.
Even their pliant media is also going full throttle
in creating confusion by indulging in sickening
sycophancy of the ruling dispensation. Yet, the
government failed to break the morale of the
struggling farmers.
Cornered by the tremendous pressure of the
massive peasant movement, the cunning BJP
leaders and ministers tried to misguide the
movement with the verbal assurance of bringing
in some shallow changes in the Acts. The
government even fielded its ministers including
the home minister, considered second-incommand in the cabinet, to open dialogue with the
struggling peasants and diffuse the movement by
promising some cosmetic changes to the laws.
But the peasants stood firm and said nothing other
than annulment of the laws would be acceptable
to them. The peasants scathingly refused to
accept the fraudulent offers and scaled up the
movement by giving call for an All India General
Strike on 8 December. The strike called at barely
48 hours' notice, was an all-out success, indicating
the mass support behind the movement.
With every passing day, the intensity of and
participation in the movement has been
increasing. Even on 14 December, overcoming all
hurdles, 10,000 more peasants joined the
demonstrators at the Delhi borders. Already, the
peasants had been squatting at various entry
points to Delhi from Punjab and UP on national
highways-Singhu, Tikri, Gazipur, Palwal,
everywhere. Now, they have blocked DelhiJaipur highway and the Yamuna Expressway as
well. Peasants from Rajasthan have been on their
way to Delhi with a caravan of over 1000 cows.
The protesting farmers have laid siege to the
national Capital. On 14 December, they staged a
sit-in protest in front of District Collectorates,
houses of the BJP leaders and blocked toll plazas
owned by Ambani-led Reliance and Adani. On the
same day, the leaders of the movement observed
hunger strike at their respective places between
8 AM to 5 PM. Many well-known intellectuals
and human right activists as well as various
worker, student, youth and women organizations
have extended their whole-hearted support to the

movement. A good number of eminent
personalities including literary persons including
poets, sportspersons, scientists and even police
officers have given back their government
honours in protest against the black laws and
repression on the agitating peasants. Moreover,
army veterans (with farming as a source of
sustenance now) camping at the Singhu border
have collected 5000 gallantry medals that they
seek to return "in lieu" of the Centre's decision to
repeal the new farm laws, and plan to collect
many more. Many distinguished personalities of
the country even from other countries have sent
solidarity messages. Common people at their
initiative are bringing cooked food and other items
of need in matadors and distributing among the
demonstrating peasants.
Some voluntary
organizations have constructed temporary
bathrooms for their use. Doctors, nurses and
health activists connected with Medical Service
Centre, a voluntary association committed to
uphold the cause of medical professionals and
universal healthcare, have rushed to the
demonstration sites and opened free medical
camps. This historic movement not only has
aroused our country it has created waves of
protests around the world. News of people taking
part in street protests in support of the movement
have poured in from US, UK, Canada and other
countries. The movement is boiling and ongoing
with unflagging determination as the peasants are
fully prepared for a prolonged struggle till the
central government withdraws the pro-capitalist
anti-peasant anti-people
farm laws and
Electricity (amendment) Bill. In fact, this
movement has virtually given voice to the
simmering discontent among the oppressed
countrymen against persistent anti-people
strangulating policies of the autocratic BJP
government.

BJP's shallow arguments and motivated
jabs to denigrate the movement
Earlier, the BJP leaders and ministers said that
the opposition parties were misguiding the peasants
by providing wrong interpretation of the bills. Then
they said that affluent peasants of Punjab whose
interest is under threat have been instigating
others. It is true that the movement got propelled
from Punjab to begin with. It is also true that a
large section of the peasants of Punjab, Haryana
and Western UP is relatively a bit better off than
their counterparts in other states. There is a
definite reason behind that. When the green
revolution project was undertaken by the Indian
government in 1970s, the largest beneficiaries of
that, as well as the policy of direct government
purchase of the crops were the peasants of these
regions. Even today, almost 90% of procurement
of agricultural produce in these territories is through
mandis (wholesale markets for agricultural
produce under government control) under the
Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC) Act which, following the new laws,
would virtually be defunct. The BJP government
says the farm laws will provide barrier-free trade
for peasants produce outside notified grain
markets and empower peasants to enter into
farming agreements with private players prior to
production for sale of agri-produce. Moreover, it
Contd. on page 4
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Public pressure forces Kerala
Government to repeal the black
amendment to the state police Act
The CPI (M)-led Kerala government had
brought an ordinance on 21 November 2020 to
amend the Kerala Police Act by adding a new
clause 118(A). The amended clause read
"Whoever makes, expresses, publishes or
disseminates through any kind of mode of
communication, any matter or subject for
threatening, abusing, humiliating or defaming a
person or class of persons, knowing it to be false
and that causes injury to the mind, reputation or
property of such person or class of persons or
any other person in whom they have interest shall
on conviction, be punished with imprisonment for
a term which may extend up to five years or with
fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees or
with both." Though, under pressure of severe
criticism from different sections of the people, the
Kerala government had to beat retreat and
withdraw the ordinance on 25 November 2020,
the very issue with reference to the context and
certain relevant facts needs to be under scanner
as promulgation of such draconian legislations,
that too bypassing legislature, have become a
practice in fascist autocracy now ruling the roost
in the country. The enactment of three antipeasant laws by the central BJP government had
been through ordinance mode only.Many states
ruled by the BJP have been bringing in ordinances
to amend laws in sectors like labour and
agriculture.

Clause 118(d) and 120 (O) of Kerala Police
act vis a vis the proposed clause 118(A)
In Shreya Singhal judgment in 2015, the
Supreme Court while striking down Section 66A
of the Information Technology Act, 2000 and
section 118(D) of Kerala Police Act, had held that
such laws violated Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution of India which guarantees to freedom
of speech and expression. The Shreya Singhal
precedent, in fact, serves as useful guidance on
the legislative ambit for regulating online speech.
Yet, through this new ordinance inserting a new
clause 118(A), the CPI (M) government of
Kerala was trying to reintroduce in a more
virulent form the content of the black act 118(D)
which would be evident from some of the
substantial changes brought in 118(A). Those
were:
(1) This is not confined to social media alone,
it is applicable to opinions expressed through any
mode of any sort of communication
(2) As per the new law, a complainant is not
necessary; if a police officer feels that the opinion
expressed is defaming, a case can be filed suo
moto. This is a non-bailable offence.
So, in short, if a person expressed an opinion
through social media, newspaper, article or any
other form and any police officer found it
offensive or defamatory, the new clause 118(A)
would have given the concerned officer police the
power to arrest the person and confine him or her
without bail.
In fact, at present also, cases are being filed
in Kerala against people for making political
criticisms by misusing the provisions in the Kerala

Police act 120(O) which provides that, if any
person, causing, through any means of
communication, a nuisance of himself to any
person by repeated or undesirable or anonymous
call, letter, writing, message, e-mail or through a
messenger, shall be punished on conviction. In
addition to that, the proposed 118(A) would have
dressed up with even more draconian provisions
such as making it unbailable, allowing the police
to file suo moto case etc. in a very undemocratic
manner.
The CPI (M) government tried to justify by
holding that the new ordinance was brought to
prevent attacks against women through the social
media: "Since the Supreme Court had struck
down the sections that were there earlier, the
police is not in a position to intervene effectively
in such cases. In this situation, when the Central
government was not ready to enact a law for this
purpose, the state government was forced to
make such a law". However, it is pertinent to
recall that in 2012, P Rajeev, the CPI(M) leader
and former MP while moving a resolution on the
freedom of speech in the Rajya Sabha said: "All
of us are aware that there is no specific law for
protecting freedom of the press in our country. It
is the interpretation of article 19 (1) of our
Constitution which ensures Right to Free Speech
and Expression. The media is enjoying this
freedom. The country is benefiting from that. We
are ensuring the democratic nature of our system.
But then why is this not allowed to the new
media?". The CPI(M) in its 2019 election
manifesto also had stated that it would even
abrogate the provisions like sedition, defamation
etc. in the Indian Penal Code that are used
against press freedom. So, the decision of the CPI
(M) government to bring such a draconian
legislation through administrative fiat has been a
clear departure from what the ruling party
preached earlier.

The doublespeak of the CPI (M)
The government said that this law was for the
protection of women from attacks through the
social media. But it did not provide specific
definition for 'protection of women'? Had it been
the sincere to its declared purpose, it would have
not kept it so vague. It has been the experience
of Indian people that whenever any law is kept
so ambiguous, it was fraught with an ulterior
motive of abusing that law as per interpretation of
the government. If one simply goes through the
wording of the proposed section 118(A) as
reproduced above, one would find that it was a
generic law without any reference to, let alone
specification of, crimes against women. Was it
then meant to be used for muzzling the voice of
protest, dissent or criticism against the
government? In fact, there are existing laws to
take action against attacks on women through
social media as well as other means. As is seen
throughout the country, it is not the lack of laws
but the inaction and indifference on the part of the
police-administration to apply those laws in right
earnest to take prompt action against the culprits.

PAGE THREE
Sometimes, it is found that the custodians of law
and order deliberately indulge in lapses in this
regard. This has been pointed out by several legal
experts. For example, when Bhagyalakshmi, a
leading dubbing artiste in the Malayalam film
industry, noticed a cyberattack two months back,
she had lodged a complaint with the police. But
the police did not do anything despite knowing the
name of the alleged person. Similarly, when some
senior women journalists were subjected to
cyberattack by the CPI(M) supporters, the police
often remained indifferent to the complain of the
victims. Not only that. When the proceedings
proved too tortuous for them, the victim women
had to voluntarily withdraw their complaints to
avoid further hassles and harassments. Had the
CPI (M) government been really concerned about
protection of women, would it have refrained
from pulling up the concerned police officials and
ensured that due action was taken against the
culprits?
In fact, after coming to power, the CPI (M)
government in the name of hunting down the
"Maoists' was found to stage encounter deaths
just like the way any other bourgeois government
does. Such encounter deaths are galore in Jammu
and Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh
and other states. Likewise, when there was
criticism against the chief minister in social media,
the police immediately registered cases against
the alleged offenders. When Taha Fazal and Alan
Suhaib, two youths, were booked under Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), an out and
out black act, by the CPI (M)-led Kerala
government for their alleged Maoist link, the CPI
(M) General Secretary slammed such an action.
But the CPI (M) chief minister of Kerala who is
also in charge of home department was seen
justifying the police action. There are several
other instances of police high-handedness in the
state in recent times. Like any other bourgeois
autocratic government, the CPI (M)-led Kerala
government is also found to use the police for
instilling fear in the minds of the critics and
dissenters as well as suppressing the protest
movements of the people. This was nakedly seen
when the CPI (M) was in power in West Bengal,
particularly during the historic Singur-Nandigram
movements. Now the same approach and policy
are witnessed in Kerala. On 20 October, the
Chief of the UN Human rights panel had pointed
out that in India there is widespread human rights
violation using undefined laws. Be it BJP,
Congress, Trinamool Congress or the CPI(M)
government in Kerala, all are competing with
each other in suppressing democratic rights. The
new ordinance also reflected the very same
undemocratic approach.

Why this anti-democratic behaviour
of the CPI (M) government
Why is the CPI (M) government in Kerala
pursuing such policies which are diametrically
opposed to its declared allegiance to leftism?
Because, the CPI (M) now wants to have its
existence in utterly degenerated and thoroughly
corrupt bourgeois parliamentarism only. That is
why, it has been trying to remain afloat in the
corridor of power by hook or by crook by
abandoning the leftist line of building up class and
mass struggles and taking no cognizance of the
need of the hour which warrants a united
struggling left alternative as against opportunistic
bourgeois vote politics. And we know, everything
Contd. on page 5
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Unity, firm resolve and steadfast treading along right track
would make the movement victorious
Contd. from page 2

would cut short the middlemen who had hitherto
been instrumental in fleecing the peasants. Is it so?
In Bihar, APMC Act was repealed in 2006,
meaning the shutting down of the mandi and
facilitating private companies to directly purchase
crops from the peasants. But what happened?
Though, as per government data, growth in
agricultural production in Bihar, where more than
90 per cent of farmers are either small or marginal,
has been appreciably high, the majority of the
peasants claimed that after abolition of the APMC
Act, middlemen and local traders have been
making huge profits by buying the farmers'
produce even below the Minimum Support Price
(MSP). How could the middlemen continue to
reign after annulment of APMC Act? Economist
DM Diwakar, associated with AN Sinha Institute
of Social Studies, claims that what the Narendra
Modi government has done now, was already
implemented by Nitish Kumar in 2006, then why
has the condition of farmers in Bihar not improved
in the last 14 years? (India Today 10-12-20) So the
peasants of Punjab, Haryana and West UP
apprehend, and correctly so, that the first target of
giant monopolists and MNCs seeking to make
forays into Indian agricultural market would be this
region. In fact, the Adani group is reported to have
started building cold storages in Haryana and
some other cities, obviously in anticipation of such
legislations in their favour. Secondly, in Punjab and
Haryana, 'khap panchayats' wield considerable
power. Any directive from these panchayats
which comprise people of all beliefs become
literally binding on everybody. Since these 'khap
panchayats' have given call for this movement, the
peasants there responded wholeheartedly. Fact is
that over 70% of the farmers who have jumped
into the movement belong to the poor, marginalized
and middle categories. The ranks of landless
peasants and agricultural labours have been
swelling fast. Next, the allegation of the BJP
government and leaders was that foreign powers
were funding the movement. Then they branded
the Sikh participants of the movement as terrorists.
Now, they are saying that ultra-leftists and Maoists
are behind the movement. One would recall they
levelled same the kind of baseless allegations
against the most legitimate anti-NRC anti-CAA
Shaheen Bagh movement. But the peasants have
dismissed all such allegations as bogus. Now the
experts aligned with the ruling dispensation are
admitting that the idea behind the three farm laws
is to encourage private investment and trade, and
government agencies cannot procure all cropsanother ludicrous argument. What prevents the
government from doing so other than the vested
interest of handing over the crucial agricultural
sector to corporate sharks and the large agriMNCs? Already the agricultural input (seeds,
fertilizers, pesticides, diesel) segment has been
completely placed at the disposal of such private
operators even by closing down government
organizations like Fertilizer Corporation of India,
for example. What has been the result? The price
of agricultural inputs have skyrocketed pushing up
the cost of cultivation beyond the roof. Who have
been the worst sufferers other than the small and

marginal peasants
and sharecroppers
who
constitute
over 86% of the
countrymen
engaged
in
cultivation. In fact,
all
sectorseducati on,
healthcare,
t r ansp o r t ,
telecommunication- An aged peasant participant
electricity-which reading book on Bhagat Singh
have been gifted to the profit-hungry corporates
on a silver platter, have all turned so highly
expensive that access of the common people to

Pledge of the
fighting peasants
An unparalleled, historic peasant
movement with undaunted spirit is going
on in our country to resist the procorporate, anti-peasant three farm acts
and electricity bill enacted by the central
BJP Government and in protest against
oppressive and repressive measures of the
BJP government. Lakhs of peasants–
women, children, old–are sitting on the
streets of Delhi under the sky ,defying the
severe cold. We salute these heroes from
the core of our heart. In this noble
struggle many fighters sacrificed their
lives. We pay our homage to these
departed souls and pledge to carry on this
movement to its desired goal. We appeal
to the peasants and the toiling people to
come forward to fulfil their behest.
such services have virtually become prohibitive.
How could then agricultural production as well as
procurement sector be an exception? Further, who
are the middlemen thumping around in the
procurement scenario? Are they some individuals
or part of an unholy nexus of police-administrationruling party leaders-village touts who rule the
roost? Can this nexus operate with impunity unless
the government administration is either an
accomplice or an indulgent onlooker to the
malpractice? In fact, to tell the truth, the
middlemen system is an inalienable component of
utterly corrupt and ruthlessly exploitative capitalist
rule which the BJP and other bourgeois parties are
subservient to.
The current movement has been posing a
serious challenge to the BJP government and its
mentors, the ruling monopolists, in operationalizing
the sinister design of total privatization of
agriculture. No false promise, sweet-coated
assurances, alternative blowing of hot and cold
are able to bend the peasants. The situation has
taken such a turn that even persons belonging to
the ruling quarters are asking the government to
settle the issue amicably.

Our Party and its mass and class fronts are
in the forefront of the movement
All India Kisan Khetmajdoor Sangathan
(AIKKMS), the peasant front of our Party, the
SUCI(C), has been in the vortex of this
spontaneous movement right from day one to
ensure that such a historical upsurge does
achieve victory by being directed along right
track. The movement is being conducted under
the leadership of Sanjukta Kisan Morcha ( SKM:
United Peasants' Platform), a combination of the
three largest peasant alliances, of which All India
Kisan Sangharsh Coordination Committee
(AIKSCC), the all India organization of peasant
organizations of different states, is one of its
constituents. AIKKMS is a major force within the
AIKSCC. AIKKMS representatives are in the
working committee of AIKSCC. AIKSCC,
including AIKKMS, have dashed forward
releasing all its strength against the anti-peasant
farm laws to organize the movement across the
country. Comrades Satyawan and Shankar
Ghosh, President and General Secretary
respectively of AIKKMS, are now in the
movement sites in Delhi, fighting shoulder to
shoulder with the peasants and leading them from
the front.
Right from the moment the central
government promulgated these three laws and
mooted the anti-people Electricity (Amendment)
bill 2020, AIKKMS has plunged into protest and
has been trying to build up a united sustained
powerful movement against this devastating
move. It exposed the real face of the three black
agricultural laws as well as the Electricity
(Amendment) Bill and brought common peasants
into the fold of the movement.
On 25 September, when the AIKSCC gave
a call for a Bandh in rural India against these
black laws, AIKKMS came out with all its might.
Their activists took up campaigns in more 3,000
villages of 14 states, staged road blockades at
more than 2000 places, held innumerable
meetings. Thousands of copies of the black laws
were burnt in protest. The AIKKMS issued a
call for observing All India Kisan Protest Day on
14 October. On that date AIKKMS activists
organized road and railway blockades, gherao of
block offices and other forms of democratic
protests. It set up Kisan Committees in villages
one after another holding street corner meetings,
group discussions etc. It highlighted the disastrous
aspects of the agricultural laws in campaign
literature, including booklets, pamphlet, etc and
distributed those among numberless peasants. It
also conducted online discussions or webinars to
apprise lakhs of people about the impending
danger. When the peasant organizations called for
and launched the 'On to Delhi' March on 26-27
November, AIKKMS took initiative to the best of
its strength and will. It tried its best to mobilize
peasants from around Delhi. Comrade Satyawan,
All India President of AIKKMS and member,
Working Committee of AIKSCC declared from
the movement- platform that this was not a
movement of only peasants, it was a movement
of all toiling people of the entire country. More the
Continue on page 5
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Kerala Police Act

We appeal to CPI (M) workers
to persuade their leadership shun non-left line
Contd. from page 3

in this capitalist set up is designed to serve
bourgeois class interest and the government is
nothing but a caretaker of the oppressive capitalist
state. Then being in such a government what
would be the role and approach of a leftist party.
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, founder General
Secretary of the SUCI (C) and an outstanding
Marxist thinker of the era had said way back in
1967 that "A progressive government, let us not
speak about the Leftists, I mean a government
that is just a little progressive, one that is endowed
with a little humane attitude and is not altogether
blind and at least does not act as an agent of the
capitalist class - the first and the foremost duty
of such a government should be to protect
democratic movements of the people, if they are
legitimate and democratic from direct
interference by police on the plea of 'law and
order'." (CW Vol III p 23)

In fact, it was he who provided the guidelines
to how a pro-people government should be run in
a capitalist set up by ensuring widest scope for
the growth and development of legitimate people's
movements free from interference of the police.
Since the CPI (M) leadership is guided by pettibourgeois parliamentary outlook, it is found to run
the government not only with a non-left approach
but in the mould of a typical oppressive bourgeois
government whose one of the prime jobs is to
muffle the voice of legitimate protest and criticism
with the help of coercive police-administration.
This episode of inserting clause 118(A) in the
Kerala Police Act is a testimony of that only. We
call upon the honest left-minded workers,
supporters and sympathizers of the CPI (M) and
its associates to prevail upon their leadership to
shun the bourgeois politics of economism,
legalism, reformism and power-centrism and
come back to the stream of struggling leftism.

PROTEST AGAINST ADANI'S COAL MINE IN AUSTRALIA

Thousands of people have marched through the streets across Australia as part of protests against
Queensland Coal mine of Gautam Adani, the Indian monopolist, raising the issue of air pollution.

Central Committee
on 8 December
Bharat Bandh
Comrade
Provash
Ghosh,
General
Secretary, SUCI (Communist), issued the
following statement on 5 December 2020
We wholeheartedly support the All India
Bandh on 8 December, 2020 called by the
fighting peasants under the banner of Sanjukta
Kishan Alliance (SKM) comprising three broad
based Kishan alliances including AIKSCC in
which our peasant organization AIKKMS is
one of the constituents, against the anti-peasant
pro-corporate black farmers' laws and
electricity (amendment) bill enacted the BJP led
central Government.
This movement should not be viewed as
only of the peasants. Interest of the peasants
and agriculture production are directly linked up
with the life of the common people. It is
evidently clear that the BJP-led central
government is committed to nakedly serve the
monopolists, big business and corporate houses
and for that to mount attacks on all sections of
people. So the crying necessity of the hour is
to build up united movement against anti-people
policies of the central government.
We urge upon the people to develop
struggle committee at the grassroot levels and
enrol volunteers involving self-dedicated youths
and students to conduct and continue the
struggle and make the All India Bandh on 8
December 2020 a total success.
Further, we call upon all other left parties
to build up united militant struggle at this critical
hour of the country.

Peasants’ movement

Epoch-making Peasants’ Movement
Contd. from page 5

days would roll by, more number of peasants
would join the movement from different parts of
the country. the peasants want to see how long
the government can afford to ignore their just
demands. He added that to people there is no
other way but wresting demands through
movements. The way Bhagat Singh and others
waged life-long struggle for freedom, this
movement is to be continued till the demands are
achieved. Comrade Shankar Ghosh in his speech
delivered before the assembled peasants said:
The government is under a flawed notion that
unable to bear with the chilling cold, the peasants
would not be able to continue their agitation for
long. So, it is buying time and trying to placate
the peasants with assurance of bringing some
amendments to the laws. But its dream would
not be fulfilled. So the government would have
to bend before the undaunted spirit and valour of
the struggling peasants. Medha Patkar, eminent
human right activist and social worker, said the
government has brought these farm laws to
serve the interest of the top monopoly houses.
AIKKMS is continuing the movement in
different states against these anti-peasant, antipeople agricultural laws. In 14 states of the

country namely in Assam, Tripura, West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha, UP, MP, Chhattisgarh,
Haryana, Punjab, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Tamilnadu, different programmes including
demonstrations, processions and others have
been organized. AIKKMS in Kerala and
Telangana also took initiative to organize such
movements. Even before the General Strike of 26
November police of the BJP government of
Haryana took peasant leaders, including
AIKKMS Haryana State Secretary Comrade
Jaikaran Mandowthi into custody for a few days.
The entire country observed Kisan Solidarity
Day on 3 December. On that day, a huge
procession was led by Comrade Shankar Ghosh,
General Secretary, AIKKMS. On the same day,
Comrade B S Amarnath, Andhra Pradesh State
Secretary, AIKKMS, was arrested for organising
peasants of the state in support of the movement.
Even many AIKKMS and SUCI(C) activists
were also arrested in Tamilnadu. Party and
AIKKMS workers and leaders are in house
arrest in UP. AIKKMS has organized 300 dharna
manchs (sit-in demonstrations) in 13 states so
far. More are in the offing. Participation of the
peasants and common people in the states of
West Bengal, Assam, Tripura, Jharkhand, Bihar,
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra

Pradesh, Telangana, Tamilnadu and Kerala is
very impressive.
Frontal organizations like AIDSO, the student
organization, AIDYO, the youth organization, and
AIMSS, women's organization, played an
important role in spreading out the movement by
observing the solidarity week. AIUTUC, the trade
union wing, has stood up mustering all strength.
They all are taking out processions, bike rallies,
torchlight processions and Jathas (moving squads)
as well as holding innumerable street corner
meetings in support of the peasants' movement.
Also our Party, SUCI(C) extended full support to
this heroic struggle of the peasants and exhorted
upon all sections of oppressed countrymen to
draw necessary lessons and inspiration from it to
develop similar movements on various burning
problems of their life accentuating every hour
because of gruelling capitalist exploitation
perpetrated through surfeit of anti-people policies
and measures by the bourgeois governments.
Firm as ever of resisting despotic injustice and
oppression, the country ought to be in ferment in
right earnest. Howsoever desperately the
defenders and servitors of this savage exploitative
system may try to dampen the spirit of the
movement by savageries of coercive organ and
bloodbath, they cannot reverse the course of
history. The last word will be pronounced by the
people, united, firm and steadfast.

PAGE SIX

DECEMBER 15, 2020

PROLETARIAN ERA

BHARAT BANDH DAY ON 8 DECEMBER ROUND THE COUNTRY
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Jammu and Kashmir
sold for the second time
Through a recent gazette notification from
the Ministry Of Home Affairs (MHA), the
Union government has, at one stroke, removed
all preconditions for the purchase and sale of
land in the Union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. Anyone from anywhere across India
can now buy land in J&K. Naturally, it has
stirred up strong resentment among people of
both Kashmir and Jammu.
The notification repeals the different land
Acts since 1938 to post-independence days by
removing
the
"Permanent
Resident"
requirement which meant that only permanent
residents of J&K could buy or sell land there.
It may be added that the landmark Big Estates
Abolition Act 1950 which conferred land rights
to the tillers in Jammu and Kashmir was
believed to be one of the most progressive
pieces of land reform initiated in India. It was
achieved as a result of a long and arduous
struggle of the people of Jammu and Kashmir
who had been suffering from acute socioeconomic backwardness. Conceding to this
demand the then maharaja made the sale and
purchase of land in J&K the "state subject".
The present notification is an onslaught on the
people in the state, adding insult to the injury,
already inflicted through abrogation of the
Article 370. The issue has to be approached
from two angularities. One why and how this
provision was created. And two, if the
provision is unique for J&K.

Demand for state subjects
emerged from people's aspirations
In the princely state of J&K before
independence, Kashmiri Pandits, were far
more educated and politically conscious in
comparison with the majority Muslim
community. They were opposed to the hiring of
Punjabis in the state administration, a trend
which had been initiated by the first maharaja
of the state, Gulab Singh. He had appointed a
Punjabi khatri named Dewan Jawala Sahai,
who later went on to become prime minister
under the Dogra rule. During this rule, the
Punjabis, were granted extensive land grants
and assumed dominance in commerce.
It provoked a revolt from Kashmiri
Pandits actively supported by the Hindu Dogras
of Jammu and subtle assistance from the
British officers in Kashmir. After a long and
arduous agitation, Maharaja Hari Singh
introduced the state subject law on 20 April
1927. It conferred equal representation to all
the sections of the population be it the
Kashmiris, Dogras or Punjabis.
It was this state subject law which
manifested in the form of 'permanent residents'
after Jammu and Kashmir's accession to India
and continued to protect the land and labour
rights of the local population. In the postindependence turbulence this law stood by the

people of J&K providing uninterrupted
protection of jobs and land rights particularly
with their rising miseries and sufferings. The
removal of this protection for land rights might
spell doom and the local poor toiling people
will not be able to fend off the big land sharks
from outside Jammu and Kashmir.

Jammu and Kashmir not the only state
enjoying this protection
Jammu and Kashmir is not the only state
which confers protection to the land and jobs
of the local populace. Several other states also
enjoy similar protections in different forms of
constitutional or statutory safeguards under the
Fifth or Sixth Schedule of the constitution, or
under the Article 371-F, 371-A or 371-G of the
constitution. People of Himachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Sikkim, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand and 10 other states, thus
enjoy such protections. Even the newly
created Union territory of Ladakh is being
considered for special status under the Sixth
Schedule, thereby extending constitutional
safeguards to its culture, jobs and land
ownership rights.

The second sale deed
for people of Jammu and Kashmir
People of Jammu and Kashmir thus face a
total discrimination as the BJP-led Union
government removes these protections
selectively for them. It is quite natural for the
people of Jammu and Kashmir to be aggrieved
particularly in the background of the same
Union government and the party in power
assuring them on several occasions that their
jobs and land rights would be protected at any
cost. It comes down to sheer betrayal of the
promise which the prime minister made
immediately after Article 370 was revoked.
In fact, the people of J&K now face a
repetition of history. More than two centuries
ago, in 1846, Maharaja Gulab Singh executed
the 'Treaty of Amritsar' with the British East
India Company, whereby Kashmir was sold to
him in lieu of seventy five lakh nanakshahi
rupees which eventually turned into the
princely state of Jammu and Kashmir. This
treaty is infamously remembered as the "Sale
Deed" of Kashmir.
The people of J & K now tend to see the
present notification as the second sale deed of
J&K, where the inhabitants of the land have
no say in shaping their destinies. Once the
British occupiers sold Kashmir to the feudal
king; now the Union government subservient to
the ruling capitalist class hatches the evil design
of selling out Kashmir and the poor hapless
Kashmiri people to the corporate houses of the
Indian and foreign monopolists, the profithungry sharks.
(Source: The Wire 3 November 2020)
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Industrial
accidents are
rising in
Gujarat
Common citizens of Gujarat are worried
at the growing industrial accidents in the state.
From January 2020 up till now more than 89
Accident have occurred and more than 130
workers have lost their lives and many more
injured. Latest one was the Fire incident at the
chemical industries in Vatva, Ahmedabad when
3 factories were completely gutted. It took
100 fire brigade personals 24 water tanker and
more than 10 hours to dose off the fire or
control the fire. The callousness of the BJPrun state government is evident from the fact
that though Vatva Industrial Area has around
2500 industries, there is no adequate firefighting system nor is there any safety
arrangement or Primary Health centre
equipped with trauma care facilities.
Gujarat state SUCI(C) and AIUTUC
committees have sent a letter to the chief
minister seeking immediate remedial action by
specifying the details in an 11 point charter of
demands.

AIUTUC writes letter to
prime minister
condemning brutality
unleashed on peasants
and workers
In a letter sent to the prime minister on 1
December 2020, Comrade Shankar Dasgupta,
General Secretary, AIUTUC, strongly
condemned the most brutal manner in which
the peasants protesting the three anti-farmers'
laws were sought to be prevented from
entering Delhi.
AIUTUC also severely condemned the
fascistic manner in which the striking workers
were prevented at several places in the
country from assembling and expressing their
concern against the draconian anti-working
class policies of the Central government on 26
November, the All India Strike Day .
These anti-working class and anti-peasant
laws have, at the same time cemented the
unity between the Indian working class and
the peasantry. The workers and peasants are
now unitedly on a war-path against the antiworking class, anti-peasant Acts passed most
undemocratically by the BJP government.
AIUTUC requested the prime minister to
pay heed to the wishes and aspirations of the
people of the country and abrogate all the
above mentioned anti-working class, antipeasant laws in the interest of bare survival
of the toiling millions and refrain from brutal
attacks unleashed on the agitating workers
and peasants.
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Rising attacks on Democracy
To the democratic-minded people the
severe attacks on democratic values,
freedom of expression and civil liberties,
among others, under BJP rule at the
Centre has been a matter of deep
concern and strong misgivings. How wellfounded their concern and misgivings are,
has been corroborated by the Democracy
Report 2020 prepared by the V-Dem
Institute for the year 2019. The V-Dem
Institute (Variety Democracy) based at
the department of political science,
University of Gothenburg, Sweden, is an
independent research institute that has
been publishing reports on the status of
democracies in countries around the
world each year since 2017. The Institute
calls itself the world's largest data
collection project on democracy.
The
2020
report,
titled
'Autocratisation Surges - Resistance
Grows', begins with figures that point to
the fact that globally, the spirit of
democracy is on the decline. The Report
noted that the fall in democratic values
and quality of democracy in India over
the past decade was the sixth highest in
the world. Such has been the marked fall
in democracy that the preface to the
report states: "India has continued on a
path of steep decline, to the extent it has
almost lost its status as a democracy."
While the BJP has been chest-thumping
itself over its many 'great achievements'
and keeps decrying the horror of the
'Emergency' clamped on the country by
Indira Gandhi regime in 1975, what the
report shows is that actually in so far as
indices of 'freedom of expression, civil
liberties and academic freedom are
concerned, the situation in the year 2019
is not merely identical but in some
respects even worse than that of the
hated Emergency!
In the 2019
Democracy Index released this January,
India slipped by 10 ranks to the 51st
position - a big downgrade. The report
was prepared by the intelligence unit of
The Economist Group.
The 2020 V-Dem report highlights the
fact that the slide into autocratisation is a
worldwide phenomenon. Thus, attacks on
freedom of expression and media
freedom are now affecting 31 countries,
as against 19 two years ago. According to
the report, major G20 nations and regions
of the world are now part of the "third
wave of autocratisation" which is
affecting major economies with sizeable
populations, like India, Brazil, the US and
Turkey.

Liberal Democracy Index
The Liberal Democracy Index (LDI)
combines and quantifies many different
indicators, including measures of the
quality of elections, suffrage, freedom of
expression and the media, freedom of
association and civil society, checks on
the executive, and the rule of law. Not
only the Liberal Democratic Index but all

other indices too, are represented by
using a low to high scale of 0 to 1. While
0 indicates 100 % autocratic, 1 indicates
100% democratic - thus, the lower the
number, the poorer the quality of
democracy. In India, the Liberal
Democracy Index has slid down from
0.55 to 0.36 -- a fall of 0.19 points from
the year 2009 to 2019. Among the 179
countries considered in the Report, India's
fall is the six highest, with Hungary in the
lead, followed by Poland, Turkey, Serbia
and Brazil. However, Hungary, Poland
and Brazil, though registering a sharper
downward trend, still have a higher score
of LDI than India at 0.36. (And in this
context it may be mentioned, that for
example, while in recent years USA too
has registered a downward slide, still its
LDI is recorded at 0.7, while freedom of
expression or rule of law score higher
still). Significantly, in our country, the
report clearly reveals that after BJP-led
NDA came to wield governmental power
at the Centre in 2014, indices such as
freedom of expression, civil liberty, and
academic freedom, went plunging
downwards, and in 2019 ended up below
the level even noted during the
Emergency. The Index categorized India
under "flawed democracies" which is
defined as countries that hold free and fair
elections and where basic civil liberties
are respected, but have significantly weak
governance, an underdeveloped political
culture and low levels of political
participation. The report cites "…the dive
in press freedom along with increasing
repression of civil society in India
associated with the current Hindunationalist regime of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi" to illustrate this.
Declining press freedom in India is often
in the news with the increased slapping of
charges (ranging from sedition to
defamation) against journalists, along with
increased litigation against news reports
and those who write them. Several
international bodies have urged for the
Modi's government's lenience in this
regard.
Moreover, major pillars of Indian
democracy, including parliamentary
procedures, the removal of question hour
in houses of parliament, and the
independence of the judiciary have come
into question in the time that has passed
since the publishing of the report. The
developments in 2020 too, have brought
only renewed and even more sweeping
attacks on freedom of expression, civil
liberty and other aspects of public and
social life. But the autocratic downward
slide is not the last word. Protests are
rising, not only in our country, but across
the globe, which finds reflection in the title
of the Democracy 2020 Report:
'Autocratisation Surges - Resistance
Grows'.
(Source: The Wire 27-10-20, The
Hindu-02-12-20)
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AIUTUC congratulated
workers and peasants for
successful Bharat Bandh
Comrade Shankar Dasgupta, General Secretary,
AIUTUC in a statement dated 8 December 2020,
congratulated the workers and peasants as well as
common people at large across the country for
successfully organizing 'All India Bandh' on 8 December
at the call of 'Sanjukta Kishan Morcha' in demand for
repeal of recently enacted three anti-peasant, procorporate black farm laws and proposed Electricity Bill
2020. AIUTUC demanded immediate scrapping of these
anti-people acts and bill.
Earlier, AIUTUC in a statement issued on 5
December 2020, wholeheartedly supported the All India
Bandh call by Sanjukta Kishan Morcha (SKM),

BARBARIC LATHICHARGE
ON COVID WARRIORS IN
BHOPAL DURING THEIR
MARCH FOR EMPLOYMENT

On 3 December, when the Covid warriors were peacefully
sitting in a dharna at Neelam Park, in Bhopal to get back their
jobs most undemocratically taken away by the BJP-run state
government, the police pounced upon them and resorted to brutal
brutally lathi charge without sparing the women even. Thereafter,
they were taken into custody. Leaders and activists of
"Movement against unemployment" who joined the dharna were
also arrested.
AIDYO condemned this brutal attack, undemocratic attitude
of the government and demanded immediate release of the
arrested protesters

INAUGURATION OF
BHAGAT SINGH BHAWAN
IN CHANDIGARH
F ollowing
untiring efforts
by the SUCI(C)
activists
and
supporters
in
Punjab
and
Chandigarh, a
Bhagat
Singh
Bhawan
was
inaugurated in
Mohali on 6
December, by
Comrade Satyawan, Polit Bureau Member of the Party. Comrade
Satyawan exhorted to follow the life and teachings of Shaheede-Azam Bhagat Singh in true letter and spirit.
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Some disastrous consequences of the black
Farm Laws at a glance
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Before formulation and implementation of
the bills, no discussions were held with the
farmers' organizations and people's
representatives of the country. It was
adopted in a utterly undemocratic way.
There is no mention of minimum support
price (MSP) for the farmers, though the
BJP ministers and leaders are deceitfully
assuring the farmers that they won't have
to worry about MSP .
Food articles like cereals, pulses, oilseeds,
edible oils, onion and potatoes have been
removed from the list of essential
commodities thereby paving way for
hoarding
to any extent and black
marketeering) of these items as well as
jacking up their prices by way of creating
artificial shortage in the market.
Even if there is skyrocketing of prices of
these items, the government will not
intervene to contain that.
The government has said that it will
intervene in hoarding-stockpiling and
containment of price rise only in unusual
circumstances like war, famine, abnormal
price rise and disastrous natural calamities.
Why would the government remain a silent
spectator when prices of essential
commodities would shot up abnormally?
Law and order machinery of the state
governments will have no control over the
agricultural
market
and
reckless
commercialization of agriculture which
would run at the dictates of the central
government.
The judiciary will have no role in case
there is a dispute over contract farming
between the peasants or the buyer
agencies and the seller peasants. The subdivisional magistrate will be subordinate to
the appellate authority while the district
magistrate will be at the top. It means the
peasants won't have chance for any
redress from the judiciary in case of any
dispute with the buyers , that is the
corporates.
The district magistrate and the subdivisional magistrate will directly maintain
the administrative liaison with the central
government while the state administration
will have to remain a silent spectator.
It is impossible not only for an illiterate or
semi-literate farmer, but even for a highly
educated non-legal person, to draft a

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

contract, to correctly understand the terms
and conditions mentioned in an agricultural
contract. A buying organization including
agri-behemoths can afford appointing a
lawyer but a poor farmer cannot think of
that even in case of need. As a result, the
farmers will not get justice in resolving the
disputes related to contract farming.
In India agriculture is still largely dependent
on the whims of nature. If the crop is
destroyed in the field itself due to flood,
drought, pesticide infestation or insect
attack, the farmer is likely to be held liable
for breaching the contract and penalized.
How will a poor farmer who would lose the
crop in the field, pay compensation if he is
held guilty of breaching the contract?
Insurance cover will be required for both the
farmer and the buyer organization. Related
costs will have to be borne by the
commercial buyer as well as the farmer.
Surely, the premium amount component
would be loaded on the price of the
agricultural produce which will certainly be
added to the price of the crop much to the
detriment of common buyers in retail market.
In case of an allegation of breach of
contract raised, lawyer will have to be
appointed to face the trial. Financially sound
commercial companies like the agri-giants
and MNCs would be able to elicit judicial
verdict in their favour if the peasants fail to
afford a legal battle.
Small and marginal farmers constitute 86
percent of the peasantry. They possess 47
percent of the arable land while only 14
percent farmers possess the remaining 53
percent of the land. These 86 percent small
and marginal farmers are the majority in the
country. What will be their fate once large
scale corporatization of agri-markets takes
place?
The Union Finance Minister himself has
termed the Corona pandemic as 'disastrous
misfortune made by god'. Is it not to be
termed as a natural disaster? If that be so,
is it not a fact that the government has
seized the pandemic situation as a cover to
enact such crucial and controversial
legislations, arbitrarily and unilaterally?
Using any of the loopholes of the law, the
corporate sharks would merrily confiscate
the land of the indebted helpless farmers.
As a result of this law, the number of

landless peasants will increase. Land will
be concentrated more and more in the
hands of a few affluent. As it is less costly
and less hazardous to enter into a farming
contact with a few large farmers
compared to having similar contracts
signed with numerous small and marginal
peasants, contract with large farm holders
proves more profitable. With increased
concentration of land in the hands of a
few, the new laws would be of immense
benefit to the corporates while the poor
peasants would suffer.
BJP-led
Karanataka government has already
legalized a fabulous limit of land holding
one can enjoy.
18. India's agricultural production is surplus.
Despite that, there are still 27 crore hungry
people in the country. According to the
latest World Hunger Index 2020, India
ranks 94 out of 107 countries meaning it
is abode of innumerable starvationstricken people. 1 crore people die every
year of chronic hunger and hunger-related
diseases.About 5 peasants and manual
workers, in average, commit suicide in
India every hour. The new farm laws
provide no direction as to how to use the
surplus grain to solve the hunger problem.
Rather, it would aggravate hunger and
starvation further.
19. There has been no progress in terms of
per capita foodgrains consumption in the
country today as compared to 1948, rather
it has decreased as compared to 1991. A
paper published by the International Food
Policy Research Institute has noted that
three out of four Indians living in villages
cannot afford diet which can be
considered nutritious. The new laws
which are slated to pauperize the peasants
further would worsen the situation further.
20. Three-fourths of the nutrition to the
common man comes from food grains and
various pulses like rice, wheat, buckwheat
etc. They are no longer essential
commodities according to new farm laws
and hence would become more and more
costly eluding procurement by growingly
pauperized peasants and other sections of
the toiling masses.
Having failed in all other sectors to find
reprieve from the acute recession, the
monopolists and their corporate house are now
after the land and agriculture. The government
is acting for them. Already, a leading monopolist
group has floated a score of companies to deal
with agro-products.

AIKKMS
leaders
addressing
the peasants
in Delhi
Comrade Shankar Ghosh addressing the peasants

Comrade Satyawan with the peasants
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DHARNA MANCH IN SOLIDARITY
WITH THE PEASANTS’ MOVEMENT
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SUCI (C) vehemently opposes steep hike
in LPG price and continuous rise in
Petrol-Diesel retail tariff
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI (Communist),
issued the following statement on 3 December 2020:
When the common people of
the country are reeling under
unbridled harrowing rise in prices
of
essential
commodities-an
endowment of the brazen antipeople pro-capitalist monetary
and fiscal policies of the central
BJP government-and trying to
grapple with the Covid-19
pandemic as well as lockdowninduced economic woes, the price
of LPG has been hiked by Rs 50
at one stroke triggering a further
dent into the progressively
depleting household expenses. In
tandem are rising the retail prices
of petrol-diesel disease without
relent cascading effect of which
is further pushing up the spiralling
price
line.
Almost
70%
component of the retail fuel tariff
represents various taxes and cess
imposed by the governments. It
bears recall that though the
government while de-regulating
fuel prices promised that gains
arising out of a
dip in
international
crude
market
translating into fall in procurement
cost would be passed on to the

Kolkata , West Bengal

North Lakhimpur, Assam

people by lowering retail tariff,
fact is that the entire benefit of
plummeting crude price (now
hovering around $45 to 48 per
barrel) has been usurped by the
government
by
regularly
increasing excise duty and cess
since it is an easier option to
finance deficit in exchequer
caused by fall in revenue
collection and
liberal tax
concessions and waivers granted
to the corporate sector. In fact,
by such periodic hikes in excise
duty on fuel including LPG, the
government had mopped up over
Rs 1.7 lakh crore of additional
revenue in 2019-20 and slated to
garner as much as Rs 2 lakh
crore in 2020-21 in the pandemic
situation. Clearly, for this reason,
petrol-diesel-LPG have been left
out of the purview of GST and
continued to be under excise duty
mode.
We vehemently oppose such
atrocious slaying of the already
slayed countrymen and call upon
all to rise in united protest against
such fiscal gangsterism.

Muzaffarpur, Bihar

Demonstration in Siliguri, West Bengal, on 4 December
against harrowing rise in prices of LPG, petrol and diesel

Chennai, Tamilnadu

Raipur, Chhattisgrah

Peasents spending night under trucks at demonstration site
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